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Empire  Parliamentary  Association. 


Though  the  ordinary  work  of  receiving  individual  Oversea  Members 
of  Parliament  in  this  country  and  arranging  for  courtesies  to  be 
extended  to  them  and  also  providing  for  the  exchange  of  information 
between  Members  of  the  different  Parliaments,  has  been  carried  on 
as  usual  during  the  year  1915 — 1916,  the  outstanding  feature  of  the 
year's  work  was  undoubtedly  the  War  Visit  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  Dominion  Parliaments. 

The  Committee  of  the  United  Kingdom  Branch  have,  therefore, 
decided  to  record  the  events  of  the  visit  in  this  publication  in  the  first 
instance  and  refer  at  the  end  of  the  report  to  the  ordinary  work  which 
has  been  carried  on  from  day  to  day  as  in  past  years. 

WAR    VISIT,     I9I6. 

The  decision  to  invite  each  Branch  of  the  Association  in  the 
Oversea  Dominion  Parliaments  to  send  Delegates  from  each  Parliament 
on  a  visit  of  inspection  of  War  Organisation  was  arrived  at  on  8th 
March,  1916,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United 
Kingdom  Branch  held  at  the  House  of  Commons.  Representative 
Members  of  the  French  and  Russian  Parliaments  had  already  been 
invited  to  inspect  War  Organisation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  if 
these  visits  had  proved  valuable,  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
considered  that  it  should  prove  even  more  valuable  for  Members  of  the 
Dominion  Parliaments  to  pay  a  similar  visit.  Consultation,*  therefore, 
was  held  with  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Home  Branch)  and  Mr.  Bonar  Law  (Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies), 
and  the  idea  having  been  approved,  the  Executive  passed  the  following 
Resolution  at  the  above-mentioned  meeting,  viz.  : — 

"  That    this    Meeting    of    the    Executive    Committee    of     the 
United  Kingdom  Branch  of  the  Empire  Parliamentary    Associa- 

*  Amongst  those  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the  idea  of  a  visit  of  war 
inspection  from  the  Dominion  Parhaments  was  Lt.-Col.  J.  W.  Barrett,  C.M.G., 
of  Melbourne,  who,  being  in  London,  gave  the  Home  Committee  many  useful 
suggestions. 


tion  rosolvos  to  senfl  an  invitation  to  thti  HnmcJu-s  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  tho  Ovorsra  Parliaiiit'nt«  to  rhoose  representatives  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  I'nitfui  Kinprloni  for  tho  purpows  of  :— 

"  (n)  Seeing    for    themselves   something    cif    the    effortH    that 

are  being  mafle  in  the  prosecution  of  the   war, 
'■  {h)  Exchanging     opinions     informally     with      their     fellow 
Members  of  Parliament  on  questions  connected  with  the 
War.' 

It  was  decided  that  Canada  sliould  be  asked  to  send  ten  Delegates, 
Australia  ten,  South  Africa  six,  New  Zealand  four,  and  Newfoundland 
two,  and  the  terms  of  the  cable  were  as  follows  :■ — 

'■  Empire  Parliamentary  Association  invite  your  liranch 
choose  (Canada  10,  Australia  10,  South  Africa  6,  New  Zealand  4. 
Newfoundland  2)  Members  Parliament  visit  London  for  moi\th 
Jidy  to  see  war  organisation  and  exchange  opinions  informally 
with  fellow  ^Members.  Hotel  accommodation  and  travel  facilities 
this  side  i>rovided  stop  As  strictly  business  visit  regret  cannot 
invite  ladies.     d'Egville." 

It  was  subse(|uentlv  decided  tliat  in  (>rd«'r  fo  put  all  Delegates  upon 
an  et|uality  it  was  lu-cessary  for  the  Home  Branch  to  provide  Free 
Return  Passages  upon  the  steamships  from  the  various  Dominions, 
and  the  Secretary  of  each  Brancli  was,  therefore,  notified  as  to  this. 

Actinn  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  ronimittee.  Sir  Owen  Philipps. 
K.C.M.ti.,  M.P.,  a  Member  of  that  body,  approached  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Steamship  Companies  concerned  with  the  residt  that  the  following 
most  generously  came  forward  and  offered  ComplinuMitary  Trans- 
portation to  the  Delegates,  viz.  :   - 

Lord  lnch<'»ipe  on  behalf  of  the  Penin.^ular  and  Oriental  Line. 
Lorfl  Shaughnesisy  on  behnlf  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
Sir  Owen   JMiilipps  on   behalf  of  the  l'nion-C'\stle  Steamsliip  Co. 
Mr.    Harold   Sanderson   on   behalf  of  the   White  Star   Line. 
Sir  Alfrerl  Hi  tot  h  on  behalf  of  the  Cunard  Steamshij)  Company. 
Sir  .lames   Mills  on   behalf  of  the  Union  Steam.ship  Co.   of  New 

Zealand. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Potter  on  behalf  <.f  the  Shaw  Savill    &  Albion  Co.  and 

the  New  Zealand  Steamship  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  Orient  Lino  also  convoyed  an  invitation  direct  to  the  Australian 
Branch  of  the  Association  that  the  Australian  Delegates  would  he 
welcome  to  u.se  their  ships  on  the  journey  to  this  country,  and  Sir 
Kenneth  Anderson  was  good  enough  to  give  all  a.ssistance  ])o.ssible 
on  this  side. 

Tho  groat  generosity  (»f  the  Steamship  Coni})anios  was  followed 
.soon  after  by  tho  Railway  Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
who  agreed  to  issue  free  passes  to  the  Delegates  whose  names  were 
sent  to  them  as  the  ofticial  gtiests  of  tho  A.ssociation. 

This  action  on  the  part  of  these  great  organisations  assisted  the 
Committee  very  nuiterially  in  the  work  of  arranging  tho  details  of  the 
visit,  aiul  the  keen  ajjprociation  f(>It  by  them  was  conveyed  suKsequently 


These  Delegates  weri'  also  accompanied  by  the  New  2Sealancl 
Delegates — 

The  Hon.   \V.   ('.   K.   CHrncross,  M.L.C.   (Chairman) 

The   Hon.    Sir  Jarnea   Carroll,   K.C.M.G.,   M.P. 

Mr.   K.   P.   Ia'v,  M.P. 

Mr.  C.  .1.  Parr,  C.M.C,  M.P. 

and  a  monibcr  of  the  Australian  Delegation,  the  Hon.  P.  McMahon 
Glynn,  K.C..  M.P.,  who  travelled  across  the  Pacific  via  Canada.  The 
other  Au.stralian  Delegates,  (consisting  of — 

Senator  Stophon   I5arkfr. 

Mr.    R.   .1.    Hunhcl!,   M.P. 

Mr.    A.    .1.    Hampson,    M.P. 

Senator   tlic    Hon.    J.    H.    Keating. 

Senator   tlie    Hon.    Hufih    Ue   Largio. 

Mr.    K.    n.    Orchard,    M.P. 

Mr.    A.    C.    Pahiier,    M.P. 

The   Hon.   .losiah  Thomas,   M.P. 

The  Hon.  I^avid  Watkins,  M.P.  (Chairman). 

did  not  arrive  until  the  5th  July  owing  to  their  having  .selected  a  ship 
which  suited  their  convenience  better  than  the  one  officially  cabled 
from  this  side. 

During  their  stay  in  London  the  guests  were  provided  with 
accommodation  at  the  Hotel  Windsor,  Victoria  Street,  and  a  fleet  of 
motor-cars  was  put  at  their  disposal  to  convey  them  to  the  various 
official  engagements.  A  neatly-bound  diary  was  presented  to  each 
Delegate  with  his  name  printed  u])on  it  and  this  diary  contained 
details  as  to  the  times  and  nature  of  the  various  engagements  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  visit. 

The  Official  Visit  cnninienced  on  1st  July,  but  very  few 
engagements  were  made  for  the  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
However,  the  Canadian,  New  Zealand,  and  South  African 
Delegates  were  entertained  at  tea  at  th<'  Royal  Automobile 
Clul)  on  Saturday  afternoon,  by  Mr.  J.  Cathcart  VVason, 
.M.P.,  a  member  of  the  Home  E.xecutive  Committee. 

Visits  to  On    Sunday    the    Canadian    Delegates    vi.sited  Cliveden 

Hospitals.       t(i    see    the    Canadian    wounded    in    hospital,    and   were 

•  iitertained  to  lunchon  by  Major  the  Hon.  Waldorf  Astor, 

.M.P.,    and    Mrs.    Astor.    when    they    met  the   Duchess    of 

l)«ndnshire  and  other  distinguished  guests. 

The  South  African  Delegates  visited  their  hospital  at 
Richmond  Park.  a((oiii|ianied  by  Major  Sydney  Goldman, 
.M.P.  (a  member  of  the  Home  p^xecutive)  and  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
(Joldnian. 

The  New  Zealand  Delegates?  visited  the;  hospital  at 
Walton  and  were  entertained  to  tea  by  the  High  Com- 
mi.ssioner  for  New  Zeal.iiid  (the  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Mackenzie, 
KC.M.O). 


Interviews  at      On  Monday,  Srd  July,  the  Delegates  were  received  at  th( 


Colonial 
Office  and 
Ministry  of 
Munitions. 


Parliamen- 
tary 
Welcome. 


Colonial  Office  b\ 
(the  Kt.  Hon.  A. 


the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
Bonar  Law,  M.P.),  who  deliyered  a  con- 


fidential address  to  them  upon  "  Trade  and  the  War." 
Afterwards  the  Canadian  and  Newfoundland  Delegates 
were  entertained  to  luncheon  by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Perley, 
K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (Acting  High  Commissioner  for  Canada), 
and  the  South  Ai'iican  Delegates  by  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Schreiner, 
C.M.G.  (High  Commissioner  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa). 

In  the  afternoon  they  were  received  at  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions  by  the  Minister  (at  that  time  the  Rt.  Hon.  D. 
Lloyd  George,  M.P.),  and  after  making  a  special  investiga- 
tion of  certain  exhibits  and  witnessing  some  experiments, 
they  held  a  private  Conference  with  Mr.  Llovd  George, 
who  addressed  them  upon  "  Munitions  of  War "  and 
answered  many  questions  put  to  him  by  the  Delegates. 

In  the  evening  the  Delegates  had  dinner  at  their  hotel  with 
the  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Home 
Branch  of  the  Association,  amongst  whom  were  the 
following  : — 

Mr.  Cecil  Beck,  Lord  Blyth,  Col.  the  Lord  Burn- 
ham,  Mr.  Will  Crooks,  Mr.  J.  G.  Butcher,  Mr.  Evelyn 
Cecil,  Lord  Grey,  Mi-.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  Sir  Ivor 
Herbert,  Lord  Islington,  Lord  Milner,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Sir  Owen  Philipps,  Mr.  Steel  Maitland. 
Lord  Sydenham,  and  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason. 

On  Tuesday,  4th  July,  the  Delegates  were  received  at 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Speaker,  the  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  M.P.  (as  Joint-JPresident  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Branch  of  the  Association).  After  having  inspected  the 
interior  of  the  House  of  Commons  the  Delegates  were 
entertained  at  luncheon  in  the  Harcourt  Room,  when  the 
Speaker  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  Speech  of  Welcome 
was  made  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Balfour,  M.P.  (Chair- 
man of  the  ExcK'utive  Committee  of  the  Home  Branch  of 
the  Association).  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Balfour 
said  : 

"  The  hospitable  functions  of  the  Association 
were  never  performed  on  an  occasion  so  important  or, 
under  the  eirciunstances,  so  interesting  and  impressive 
as  at  the  present  moment.  Their  guests  \  isited  this 
country  at  a  time  when  the  L^nited  Kingdom  was  at 
the  very  centre  of  the  greatest  struggle  in  tl.f  history 
of  the  world.  Before  1914,  when  discussing  tlie  future 
of  the  British  Empire,  and  analysing  the  bonds  which 
held  it  together,  perhaps  each  man  hatl  meditated 
as  to  whether  they  would  stand  the  stress  of  a  world 
catastrophe.     Those  of  them  who  thus  meditated  had 


littlt-  notion  thftt  within  perhaps  a  few  nionthB  a  tstraiii 
would  have  been  put  n|ion  the  Empire  which  might 
well  have  ileHtroyed  a  more  clfjsely  knit  orpanisation. 
They  all  knew  liow  it  liaii  stood  the  test.  Jt  would  be 
one  of  the  marvels  of  history — one  of  the  subjects 
on  which  the  historian  of  the  British  Empire  would 
look  Ijack  with  a  pride  which  no  familiarity  would  be 
able  to  stale.  No  prreater  triumpli  of  oiir  nuo  had  ever 
occurred.  The  British  Empire  was  the  natural 
^owth  of  the  British  lace  and  of  Briti.sh  ideals  of 
freedom. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  SirGeorpe  Foster,  K.C.M.G.M.P.  (Canadian 

Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce),  in  replying  to  the  toa.st, 

said  : — 

"  The  Dominions  had  not  come  to  help  the  Mother 
Country  in  order  to  pay  back  a  debt.  The  debt 
existed  and  was  ticknowledged  ;  but  the  Mother 
Country  was  loved,  and  they  came  more  witli  a 
purpose  and  a  spirit  of  their  own,  feeling  that  the 
Empire  rested  on  their  shoulders  as  well  as  on  those 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom,  that  the  ideals 
for  which  they  were  fighting  were  vital  to  them, 
and  that  if  those  j)rineiples  did  not  prevail  the 
Dominions  would  lose  their  hold  on  civili.sation  as  the 
United  Kingdom  also  would  do.  If  we  can  found 
Empires,  conquer  space,  and  learn  the  lessons  of  self- 
sacrifice  essential  to  Empire,"  added  Sir  (Jeorge,  "  if 
we  can  Ik^  builders,  why  not  mingle  our  knowledge  and 
the  wisdom  we  possess  in  the  direction  of  the  future 
of  this  Emjare  ?  " 

In  proposing  the  health  of  the  Chairman,  Senator  the 
Hon.  Henri  (J.  Stuart  (Chiiirman  of  Committees  in  the 
Union  Parliament  of  South  Africa)  said  :   - 

"  As  an  ex-Bepublican  and  a  man  who  fought 
against  the  British  in  the  South  African  War  he 
wished  to  express  his  inigrudging  admiration  of  the 
wonderful  statesmanship  and  rare  political  instinct 
which  guided  the  British  (Jovernment  i?i  the  days 
wht>n  tlie  liberal  Constitution  was  granted  to  South 
Africa.  While  even  now  some  in  South  Africa  were 
not  fully  broken  1<>  h.iruess,  opposition  was  broken 
by  the  wonderful  faith  which  the  British  had  shown 
in  them  and  the  wonderful  magnanimity  with  which 
they  had  been  allowed  to  govern  themselves.  In 
spitV  of  all  that  South  .Africa  had  gone  through — 
and  its  people  hoped  that  it  was  going  to  Ijo  an 
enlarged  South  Africa  ),'iven  the  eflicient  con.stmctivo 
stat«>Hnmnship  which  uas  followed  by  the  present 
hearls  of  her  Covernineiit .  sh(»  wotild  be  a  jirosperous 
State,  and  a  great  and  strong  member  of  the  lmj>erial 
family." 
Aft^r  luncheon  the  Delegates  attended  a  debate  in  the 
House   of    Commons,    where    ill    the   galleries     had     been 


reserved  for  them  by  special  arrangemt'iits  of  the  Speaker 
and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Later  the  Delegates  proceeded  to  the  Royal  (iallery  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  where,  by  special  permission  of  His 
Majesty  the  King,  they  were  entertained  at  tea  by  Lord 
Blyth  (Joint  Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Branch  of  the  Association)  to  meet  the  Lord  Chancellor 
(Lord  Buckmaster)  as  Joint  President  of  the  Home  Branch 
of  the  Association. 

Amongst  those  present  at  this  gathering  were  : — • 

The  Duke  of  Somerset,  Marcpiess  of  Lincolnshire, 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Earl  of  Coventry,  Earl  of 
Harrowby,  Viscount  Haldane,  Viscotmt  Mersey, 
Viscount  IPeel,  Lord  Burnham,  Lord  Denmau,  Lord 
Southwark,  Lord  Sydeiihain,  and  otlier  Peers  as  well 
as  several  Members  of  the  House  of  Comnaons. 

In  the  evening  the  Delegates  were  separated  into    parties 
and  were  entertained  privately  to  dinner  by  the  following 
Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  : — ■ 

Lord  Milner,  Mr.  Hayes  Fisher,  Sii-  Hamar  Green- 
wood, Sir  Ivor  Herbert,  and  Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil. 

Reviews  of        Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Officers  Commanding 
Troops.  the   New  Zealand  and  South  African  Forces  in  England 

for  the  respective  Delegates  to  witness  a  Review  of  their 
Troops,  and  on  Wednesday,  5th  July,  the  New  Zealand 
Representatives  spent  the  day  at  Salisbury,  and  the  South 
Africans  at  Borden,  for  this  purpose.  Unfortunately, 
it  was  not  possible  to  arrange  a  review  of  the  Canadian 
Troops  for  the  same  day,  and  so  this  had  to  be  postponed. 
In  the  evening  the  Delegates  were  entertained  by  the 
High  Commissioners  of  the  various  Dominions  to  dinner 
at  Claridge's  Hotel.  Sir  George  Perley  (Acting  High 
Commissioner  for  Canada)  presided,  and  among  those 
present  were  the  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Bonar  Law,  M.P.,  the  High 
Commissioner  for  New  Zealand  (the  Hon.  Sir  Thomas 
Mackenzie),  and  the  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa 
(the  Hon.  AV.  P.  Schreiner,  C.M.G.).  The  High  Com- 
missioner for  ^Vustralia  (Mr.  Andrew  Fisher)  was  not  present, 
having  left  London  to  meet  some  of  the  Australian  Dele- 
gates, who  were  arriving  the  next  day. 

Speeches  were  delivered  by  Sir  George  Perley,  Mr. 
Schreiner,  Sir  Thomas  Mackenzie,  and  Mr.  Bonar  Law,  who 
said  : — 

"  It  is  not  within  my  power  to  give  news  a«  to  the 
way  in  which  the  struggle  is  going,  but  I  can  say  that 
our  General  Staff  is  satisfied  with  the  resiilt  so  far. 
As  has  so  often  happened  in  the  history  of  oiu-  Empire, 
we  began  slowly,  but  our  stajang  power  showed  itself 
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and  Kteadily,  montli  hy  mouth,  it  is  goinp  to  increase 
until  thcMiul  wliich  we  have  all  determined  to  secure  has 
hc-'u  reach'-d  l)y  tli<-  bravery  of  our  troops  .  .  There 
is  not  much  i-i}iu  of  decadence,  tliere  has  been  no 
sign  of  it  from  the  iH'ginnint;.  for  even  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  that  si  nail  force  which  was  all  that  we  had 
— that  *  cont«'mj)til)le  little  Army '—had  helfjed  to 
l>reak  the  (Jerman  advance,  and  went  a  long  way  to 
save  Paris  nt  the  hour  of  her  greatest  need." 

On  Tliursday,  6tli  .luly,  the  Delegates  were  received 
in  private  conference  l)v  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(the  Ht.  Hon.  Reginald  McKenna.  M.P.)  at  the  Treasury, 
where  they  listened  to  an  imjxtrtant  address  upon  "  The 
Finance  of  the  War."  Various  (juestions  were  put  to  Mr. 
McKenna  and  :inswt>rf(l  l)y  him. 

For  luncheon  tiie  Delegates  were  divided  into  two 
parties  and  entertained  at  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord 
Blyth,  and  at  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Cecil  Beck. 
M.P.  Amongst  those  present  to  meet  them  at  Lord 
Blyth 's  luncheon  were  : — Admiral  Lord  Beresford, 
Vi.scount  Bryce.  Lord  Kmniott.  Lord  Islington.  Viscount 
Mersey.  Lord  Keay.  Lord  Sydenham.  Sir  George  Reid, 
Mr.  Andrew  Fisher  (High  Commi.^sioner  for  Australia). 
Mr.  W.  P.  Schreiner,  C.M.G.  (High  Conmiissioner  for  the 
Union  of  South  Africa)  :  while  amongst  those  present  at 
the  luncheon  given  by  Mr.  Cecil  Beck  were  : — General 
Sir  William  Robertson  (Chief  of  the  Imperial  General 
Staff),  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  Mr.  .lohn  GuUand.  M.P.. 
and  .Mr.  George  Robert.s.  M.P. 

The  Dt'U'gates  tlieii  ])roceeded  to  the  Admiralty  and 
were  received  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  .1.  Balfour.  M.P. 
(First  Lord  of  the  Adiuiralty),  who  delivered  to  tiiem  in 
private  an  address  on    '  The  Navy  and  the  War.'" 

In  the  evening  the  Guests  were  «'ntertained  to  dinner  bv 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (Colonel  Sir  Charles  Wakefield) 
at  the  Mansion  House,  .\mong.st  thos.»  |>resent  to  meet  the 
Delegat»'s  were  :  The  .Maique.ss  of  Lnu  olnshin".  Karl  Beau- 
champ.  Karl  Grey.  Viscount  Miiner.  Lord  De^borough. 
Loril  Islingt(ui.  Lord  Stamfordham.  Lord  Sandhurst. 
Lonl  Blytli.  Lord  Buniliani,  Lord  Svdenham.  Lord  Kmmott. 
Mr.  Lewis  Harcourt.  M.I*..  Mr.  Austen  ('haml)erlain.  M.P.. 
Mr.  T.  J.  Rvan  (Premier  of  Queenslaiul).  Mr.  .Andrew 
Fisher.  Mr.  .\rthur  Hmderson,  M.P..  Sir  .lohn  McCall 
(.\gent-General  for  Tasmania).  Sir  I'eter  McBride  (Agent- 
General  for  A'ictoria),  the  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Ru.s.sell.  the 
Hon.  Arthur  Stanlev.  M.P..  Mr.  Will  Crook.s,  M.P..  Sir 
John  Taverner.  Mr.  Steel  Maitland.  M.P..  Sir  E.  Hildred 
Carlile.  M.P..  Mr.  Cecil  Beck.  M.P..  Sir  .1.  Cockburn. 
Sir  C.  P.  Lucas.  Sir  William  Dunn.  Sir  W.  .1.  S(.ulsby.  and 
Sir  W.  Mercer. 
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In  addressing  tlu-  Dt-legatcs  the  Lord  Mayor  said  : — 

"  The  Delegates  would  see  while  they  were  here 
enough  to  convince  them  of  the  unalterable  determina- 
tion of  the  Old  Country  to  put  forth  the  greatest 
effort  in  her  history  towards  the  winning  of  the  war, 
a  result  of  which  no  one  now  had  the  slightest  possible 
doubt." 

The  Hon.  Peter  McMahon  Glynn,  K..C,  M.P.  (Australia), 
the  Hon.  Sir  James  Carroll,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (New  Zealand), 
and  Sir  Edward  Morris,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (Newfoundland), 
responded,  and  also  Mr.  Lewis  Harcourt,  who  said  : — 

"  The  Association  had  rendered  a  great  .service  in 
bringing  men  from  various  parts  of  the  Empire 
together.  Personal  intercourse  had  solved  many 
problems  which  were  insoluble  on  paper.  The  visit 
of  the  Delegates  came  at  the  crisis  and  the  culmination 
of  the  War." 

During  the  course  of  the  dinner  nine  of  the  Australian 
Delegates  arrived  in  London. 

On  Friday,  7th  July,  the  Delegates  were  received  by 

General  Sir  William  Robertson,  K.C.B.,  K.C.V.O.,  D.S.O., 

Chief  of  the  Imperial  General  Staff,  who  gave  them  an 

interesting  confidential   address   on   the   progress  of    the 

war,  and  answered  various  questions.     The  Delegates  were 

afterwards  entertained   to   luncheon  by  the  Navy  League 

with  Mr.  Robert  Yerburgh  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Presentation       in  the  afternoon  Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen 

*®*''®*^'"B    received    the    Delegates     at   Buckingham    Palace.     The 

^ueen.    j^pg^^j^gj.  ^f  ^}jg  House  of  Commons  presented  all  the  visitors, 

and   also   Mr.    Howard   d'Egville   (Hon.    Secretary),    who 

accompanied  them.     The  King  addressed  the  Delegates, 

and  Sir  George  Foster  (Canadian  Minister  of  Trade  and 

Commerce)     replied     on     their     behalf.     Addressing     the 

Delegates,  His  Majesty  said  : — 

"  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  welcome  you  here 
to-day,  as  I  fully  recogr>ise  the  importance  of  your 
visit,  and  of  others  of  the  same  kind.  For  tliey 
promote  intercourse  between  the  Mother-Country 
and  the  Dominions,  they  maintain  the  constant  inter- 
change of  ideas,  and  thej^  helj)  to  bridge  the  seas  which 
divide  the  Empire. 

■'  Fifteen  years  ago  the  Queen  and  I  visited  the 
great  Dominions  which  have  chosen  yon  as  their 
Representatives.  We  treasure  with  abiding  recol- 
lections the  loyalty  and  affection  evinced  towards  us 
throiighout  that  unique  and  memorable  tour.  We, 
on  om-  part,  greet  you  to-day  with  feelings  not  less 
heartj-  and  sincere  as  representating  those  who, 
whilst  separated  by  vast  distances,  are  imited  by  the 


stronj^est  tics  >>{  hlood  ami  pjitriotism,  anrl  \v\h> 
hastened  aeross  the  oeemi.-i  to  suppfiit  tlie  ^lotherlaiul 
in  the  hnnv  <»f  danger.  <  Morioiisly  hav«-  tliev  fulfilled 
that  mission,  sacriheinu  tlieir  Hons  in  the  conitnon 
cause,  and  jiiacitig  their  uealth  and  resmwees  at  the 
disposal  of  ourselves  and  our  Allies.  Never,  .so  long 
as  the  Kniiiire  lasts  will  the  heroism  which  has  im- 
mortalised the  battlefields  of  Anzac.  Ypres,  and 
Hooge  he  forgotten. 

"  I  congratulate  the  members  of  the  Union, 
justly  proud  of  the  sucees!»e8  achieved  both  imder  the 
leadershi[)  of  Ceneral  Botha,  and  more  recently  by  the 
force  comjjrising  IJritish  Regulars,  South  Africans. 
Rhodesians,  East  African  Settlers,  and  native  troops 
from  my  Indian  P^mpire,  in  the  offensive  so.  vigorously 
conducted  by  (Jencral  Smuts. 

"  During  the  past  year  and  a  half  it  has  l)een  my 
pleasure  to  insjK'ct  those  forces  from  the  Dominions 
which  have  partly  carried  out  th«'ir  training  in  thi.« 
couiitr\-.  1  can  testif\  to  the  splendid  (juality  of  the 
troops,  and  to  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  devotion  of 
which  they  have  given  the  amplest  proof  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy. 

"  1  trust  that  \<)ur  stay  hen*  will  be  both  pleasant 
and  instructive,  and  that  every  opportunity  will  be 
given  to  you  to  estimate  the  elTorts  being  made  to 
keep  the  Navy  and  Army  efficient,  both  in  men  and 
equipment,  and  to  bring  the  War  to  a  victorious  end, 

"  We  can  learn  much  from  each  other,  and  so  it 
is  my  earnest  hope  that  such  visits  as  this  will  be  both 
frequent  and  fruitful,  ami  (hat  tlwy  will  be  rccijirocated 
by  not  less  frcqu"nt  and  fruitful  visits  from  the  citizens 
of  the  Mothei-Countrv  to  the  Dominions.  Tht  se  will 
tend  to  consolidate  the  union  of  the  Kmpire.  which 
is  eon.seerated  by  the  meTnories  of  common  sacrifice 
and  heroic  deternnnation  to  defend  it." 

Sir  George  Foster,  in  flic  course  of  his  reply,  .said  : 

"The  .services  the  Ovei-sea  Dominions  ha\e  been 
ablo  to  render  have  been  freely  gi\en,  j)rom|)(cd  by 
loyalty  and  love  for  the  Motherland,  but  resting  on  a 
bivsis  of  firm  <*onviction  that  the  gigantic  struggle 
in  which  the  Empir.^  is  now  engaged  involves  issues  of 
liberty  and  civilisation  common  to  all  and  absolutely 
vital  to  their  own  wcii-bcmg.  The  hajipy  influences 
and  strong  jwrson-d  tics  born  of  our  more  intimate 
int<'rcourse  one  with  another  are  in  large  measure 
due  to  Associations  such  as  that  which  has  brought 
us  horo  to-day." 

The  Delegates  were  afterwards  entertained  to  tea  by 
their  Majesties,  who  took  the  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  each  distinguished  guest. 


In  the  evening  the  guests  were  entertained  to  dinner 
privately  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Bonar  Law  (Secretary  of 
.State  for  the  Colonies)  and  Mr.  Steel  Maitland,  M.P. 
(Under  Secretary),  who  acted  as  joint  hosts. 

Aldershot  On   Saturday    morning,    8th    July,    the    Delegates   left 

and  R.A.F.  London  to  visit  Aldershot,  the  Royal  Flying  Corps  ground, 
and  the  Royal  Aircraft  Factory. 

At  Aldershot  a  very  complete  programme  had  been 
arranged  for  the  visitors,  and  after  witnessing  infantry 
training,  cavalry  riding  and  driving,  and  inspecting  the 
bakery  and  butchery,  they  were  entertained  to  lunch  at 
the  Officers'  Club  by  General  Sir  Archibald  Hunter,  General 
Officer  Commanding,  who  proposed  the  health  of  the 
Delegates,  and  expressed  pleasure  in  seeing  them  at 
Aldershot,  to  which  Mr.  Edward  Rooth,  M.L.A.  (Assistant 
Government  Whip  of  South  African  Parliament)  replied 
on  behalf  of  the  Delegates. 

In  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Bombing  School, 
where  an  interesting  lecture  was  delivered  by  Major  Carter, 
and  a  demonstration  arranged.  On  the  Flying  Corps 
ground  arrangements  were  made  for  several  of  the  visitors 
to  have  flights.  Subsequently,  an  inspection  of  the  Royal 
Aircraft  Factory  was  made,  under  the  guidance  of  Colonel 
Mervyn  0' Gorman. 

In  the  evening  the  Delegates  were  present  at  a  perform- 
ance of  the  massed  bands  at  the  London  Opera  House, 
at  the  invitation  of  Sir  Owen  and  Lady  Philipps. 

No  engagements  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  Delegates 
for  Sunday,  as  it  had  been  arranged  that  they  should 
leave  London  for  Birmingham,  to  inspect  munition  works, 
late  in  the  afternoon. 

They  consequently  left  Euston  at  5.20  p.m.  and  arrived 
in  Birmingham  on  Simday  night. 

Birmingham.  On  Monday,  10th  July,  the  Delegates  made  a  tour  of 
the  principal  works  engaged  in  the  production  of  munitions, 
including  Messrs.  Kynoch's,  the  Kings  Norton  Metal  Co., 
the  Birmingham  Metal  and  Munitions  Co.,  the  Birmingham 
Small  Arms  Factory,  Messrs.  Austins,  and  the  Electrical 
and  Ordnance  Accessories  Co.,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr. 
Leonard  Ward  (Superintending  Engineer  of  the  Munition 
Area)  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Eadie  (Secretary),  and  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil,  M.P.  (Member  of  the  Home  E.xecutive). 
They  were  entertained  at  luncheon  in  the  Council  House  bv 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham  (Mr.  Neville  Chamberlain). 


In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  Our  Visitors,"  the  Lord  Mayor 
said  : — 

"  Rirminghaiii  was  the  home,  and  he  was  the  son, 
of  the  man  whos*-  iiume,  as  he  ha(i  so  often  been  told, 
was  better  known  throngliout  the  Dominions  than 
that  of  any  liritisli  Statesman,  because  he  wtvs  the 
first  Colonial  St'critary  who  fully  eomprehencled  their 
aspirations,  and  because  he  fought  with  all  hLs  might 
for  the  Imperial  unity  which  he  und  they  alike  desired. 
.  .  .  Between  SO  or  90  jx-r  cent,  of  the  workers  of 
Birmingham  wen^  t  ngageil  in  proilucing  war  matt^riai, 
and  the  remainder  were  employed  almost  exclusively 
on  the  export  trade.  The  City  had  also  sent  100,000 
men  to  the  Wat." 

Sir  George  Foster  (Canadian  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Commerce)  in  replying  said  : — 

"  Looked  at  from  one  point  of  view,  it  wa.s  a 
ghastly  tragedy  that  so  many  jx'ople  had  no  other 
business  in  life  except  to  turn  out  the  most  destructive 
weapons  possil)l»-  to  destroy  human  life  and  property. 
But  imderneath  this  horrid  work  of  ma.s.sacre  and 
destruction,  there  was  a  principle  as  old  as  the  hills 
being  worked  out.  incarnat<>d  in  human  muscle  and 
strength.  Two  great  ideals  were  being  fought  to  a 
resxilt!  If  one  side  won,  th(?  best  ideals  of  this  world 
vanished  ;  if  the  <ither  was  succes-  f\d  then  those  best 
ideals  would  continue  to  guide  humanity  for  generations 
to  come." 

In  the  afternoon  further  visits  were  paid  to  munition 
works,  among  those  visited  being  the  Birmingham  Small 
.\rms  Factory,  where  the  Delegates  were  entertained  to 
Sheffield.  tea.  .\fter  tea  the  party  left  for  Sheffield.  On  arrival 
.  at  Sheffield,  the  |)arty  was  met  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
oflieials  of  the  ('orporation.  Dinner  was  served  in  the 
hotel,  after  whicli  an  inspection  was  made  of  Messrs. 
Cammell,  liJiird  &  Co.s  Works  by  night. 

Prior  to  a  tour  of  the  most  imp(»rtant  armament  works 
of  the  City,  the  Delegates  were  entertained  to  breakfast 
at  the  Town  Hall  by  the  Lord  Mayor  (Councillor  F.  A. 
Warlow)  on  tlth  .hily.  Among  those  present  to  meet  the 
Oversea  visitors  were  : 

Sir  (Jeorge  Franklin.  Sir  William  Clogg.  the 
Bishop  of  ShetVKld,  Colonel  Branson.  Mr.  Douglas 
Viekers.  .Mr.  l?ernard  Firth.  .Mr.  J.  .M.  .Allan  and  other 
prominent  citi/.ens  Mr.  C.  B.  Stuart  Wortley,  M.P., 
and  Sir  Hamar  <;reenwood,  Bart..  M.P.  (members, 
of  the  Kxe<-utive  ((immittee  of  the  hom?  Branch  of  the 
F.mpire  rarli.«ii""iitary  A.ssociation).  were  also  [)resent. 
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After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  honoured,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  in  the  course  of  his  welcome,  said  : — 

"  Shefiiekl  was  now  probably  one  o£  the  largest,  if 
not  the  largest,  of  the  arsenals  of  the  Empire.  .  .  . 
The  visitors  would  see  in  the  imposing  works  of 
Sheffield  what  tliey  were  douig  in  supplying  the 
necessary  mimitions  of  war.  No  effort  had  been  spared 
to  ensure  tliat  their  soldiers  at  the  Front  should  be 
provided  with  the  best  mmiitions  and  the  finest  guns 
that  their  factories  could  produce." 

Mr.  R.  B.  Orchard,  M.P.  (Australia),  replying  on  behalf 
of  the  Delegates,  thanked  the  Lord  Mayor  for  his  eloquent 
words  and  splendid  hospitality  and  for  the  kindness  which 
prompted  him  to  meet  them  at  the  station. 

The  party  then  visited  several  munition  works,  including 
Firth "s  and  HadfieWs,  under  the  guidance  of  ^Ir.  Oliver 
Winder  (Superintending  Engineer  of  the  Munition  Area). 
At  the  latter  the  Delegates  were  entertained  to  luncheon, 
when  Sir  Eobert  Hadfield  (as  Chairman  of  Messrs. 
Hadfield's,  Ltd.)  presided. 

In  addressing  the  guests  after  luncheon,  Sir  Robert 
Hadfield  told  them:— 

"  An  enomious  range  of  steels  of  different  proper- 
ties was  being  made — all  by  British  brains  and  British 
appUed  science.  Their  works  covered  100  acres  and 
their  total  roll  call  was  nearly  15,000  workpeople." 

Mr.  F.  H.  Shepherd,  M.P.  (Canada),  in  responding, 
said  : — 

■■  The  real  pmpose  of  their  visit  wa^  the  unification 
of  the  Empire.  What  the  Delegates  had  seen  in 
Sheffield  and  elsewhere  led  them  confidently  to  share 
the  feeling  that  all  was  well  with  the  Empire." 

In  the  afternoon  an  inspection  was  made  of  Vickers' 
Works,  where  the  Delegates  were  afterwards  entertained 
to  tea.  Later  they  went  for  a  motor  drive  into  Derbyshire 
with  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  was  anxious  for  them  to  see 
a  little  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  returned  to  the 
Midland  Station  to  leave  by  special  train  for  Xewcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

Newcastle-  At  9.30  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  12th  .luly,  the  visitors  left 

cn-Tyne.  in  cars  to  inspect  the  Scotswood  Works,  accompanied  by 
Sir  Percy  Girouard  (Director).  On  arrival  at  the  Works 
they  were  received  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Falkner  (Chairman  of  Sir 
W.  G.  Armstrong,  Whitworth  &  Co.).  Afterwards  they 
were  shown  over  the  Elswick  Works,  and  were  there 
joined  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Newcastle  (Mr.  George  Lunn). 
the  Sheriff  (!Mr.   W.   Bramble),  the  Deputy  Lord  Mayor 
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(Mr.  A.  Alunro  Sutherland),  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  A.  M. 
Oliver),  and  the  Mayors  of  Gate.shead,  Jarrow,  South 
Shields,  Tynemouth,  and  Wallsend. 

From  Elswick  the  visitors  were  taken  down  the  river 
on  the  Tyne  Commissioners'  steamer  '"  Sir  William 
Stephenson  "  to  the  Armstrong  Naval  Yard,  where  they 
were  entertained  at  luncheon.  After  an  inspection  of  the 
new  shipyard,  the  party  crossed  to  the  south  side  to 
inspect  Palmers  shij)yanl,  and  that  of  Messrs.  Hawthorn, 
Leslie  &  Co.,  where  they  were  given  t.ea. 

In  the  evening  the  Delegates  dined  with  the  Lord  Mayor 
at  the  Banqueting  Hall,  Jesmond  Dene. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Delegates  to  leave 
Yortc.  Newcastle  on   Thursday  morning,   13th  July,  at  10,   but 

about  twelve  of  the  Delegates,  accompanied  by  Sir  Hamar 
(Greenwood,  Bart..  M.I',  (a  member  of  the  Home  E.xeeutive), 
travelled  by  an  earlitT  train  to  York  in  order  to  visit  the 
City.  Yoric  Minster  and  St.  Williams  College  were  visited 
by  the  Delegates,  accompanied  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
York  (Alderman  W.  A.  Forster  Todd),  who  afterwards 
invited  them  to  view  the  Mansion  House  and  the  civic 
plate.  While  refreshments  were  served,  Mr.  C.  J.  Parr, 
C.M.G.,  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  party  to  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation. 

They  joined  the  rest  of  the  party  about  noon,  and  arrived 
in  London  soon  after  four  o'clock. 

In  the  evening  the  I'arliament^iry  Labour  Party  enter- 
tained the  Australian  Labour  Representatives  at  dinner 
at  the  House  of  Coiiiiiions.  Mr.  .Vnilrew  P'isher  (High 
Commi.ssioner  for  the  Commonwealth  of  .Vu.stralia)  accom- 
panied the  party,  and  Monsieur  Albert  Thomas  (French 
Minister  of  Muniti(tns)  was  also  present.  Mr.  Arthur 
Henderson  (then  Pnsident  of  the  Board  of  Education) 
presided. 

The  Canadian,  South  African.  New  Zealand,  and  New- 
foundland Delegates  wi're  divided  into  parties  and  enter- 
tained at  dinner  by  Lord  Emmott.  Lord  Burnham.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lough,  &c. 

The  11th  .luly  \va>  ..riginally  li.xed  for  the  visit  to  France 
but  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  military  situation,  the 
date  of  departure  was  po.stponed  to  the  following  Monday. 
The  Delegates.  how<'Ver.  welcomed  the  rest  thus  afforded. 

In  the  evening  many  of  the  Delegates  and  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  and  their  ladies  accepted  the 
invitation  of  Sir  (Jeorge  Alexander  to  be  present  at  a 
performance  of  "  Bella  Honna  "'  at  the  St.  James's  Theatre. 

Hi 


A  reception  was  held  on  the  stage  after  the  performance  by 
Lady  Alexander  to  enable  the  Delegates  to  meet  the  leading 
members  of  the  theatrical  profession. 

At  the  invitation  of  Sir  Owen  and  Lady  Philipps,  many 
of  the  Delegates  paid  a  visit  to  Ranelagh  Club  in  the 
afternoon. 

Visit  to  On  Monday  morning  the  Delegates  left  London  for  France 

France.  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  arriving  in  Paris  by  special 

train,  which  was  courteously  put  at  their  disposal  by  the 
French  Government,  in  the  evening.  They  were  welcomed 
at  the  Gare  du  Nord  by  Monsieur  Tissier  (Chef  du  Cabinet 
representing  the  French  Government),  Monsieur  Henri 
Franklin-Bouillon  (Vice-President  de  la  Commission  des 
Affaires  Exterieures,  President  du  Comite  Parlementaire 
d'Action  a  I'Etanger),  Monsieur  d'Estournelles  de  Constant, 
Monsieur  Flandin,  Monsieur  Guerin  (Senators),  and  Monsieur 
Cels  and  Monsieur  Cachin  (Deputes). 

On  18th  July  the  Delegates  were  received  by  Monsieur 
Poincare  at  the  Elysee,  who,  in  a  speech  of  welcome,  said  : — 
"  Together  we  are  journeying  towards  Victory, 
Right  and  Liberty.  Together  also  we  are  marching 
with  firm  step  to  8.  future  of  close  union  and  fruitful 
collaboration.  Before  the  War  we  had  already  been 
drawn  together  in  a  cordial  understanding  and  our 
peoples  had  happily  learned  to  know  and  esteem  each 
other.  But  in  facing  the  same  perils,  winning  the  same 
laurels,  and  in  shedding  their  best  blood  together 
for  the  same  sacred  cause,  oiu'  brave  Armies  have 
forged  between  the  two  nations  still  closer  bonds 
which-  nothing  will  henceforth  be  able  to  break. 
Between  oiu'  countries  distance  no  longer  exists ; 
space  has  been  eliminated  and  the  two  ends  of  the 
world  have  l^een  drawn  together.  We  are  forever 
rmited  in  thought  and  feeling.  Let  me  take  the 
opportunity  of  your  friendly  visit  to  say  '  Thank  you, 
thank  you  in  the  name  of  France.'  " 

The  Delegates  were  afterwards  entertained  at  luncheon 
at  the  Quai  d'Orsay  by  Monsieur  Briand  (the  French 
Premier),  when  Sir  George  Foster,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (Canada), 
and  Mr.  Rooth,  M.L.A.  (South  Africa),  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
Delegates.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks.  Monsieur  Briand 
said  : — 

"  The  welcome  I  offer  you  is  not  an  ephemeral 
manifestation  of  courtesy.  It  reflects  the  ardent  wish 
of  a  nation  which  is  giving  its  blood  for  the  same 
cause  as  you  on  the  same  battlefields,  which  feels 
itself  bound  to  yon  by  the  bi-otherhood  of  arms. 
When  Great  Britain  had  declared  her  unshakable 
fidelity  to  her  sworn  word,  and  had  rejected  with  ron- 
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tompt  (Germany's  outraR«'<)us  proposals  for  bargaining 
and  treachery,  Ciermany  tried  to  comfort  herself  by 
coimtiiip  on  defections  of  public  sentiment  outside  the 
Mother-Country.  What  a  reply  you  ^ave,  gentlemen, 
and  wliat  a  lesson  !  We  saw  you  without  hesitation 
rally  round  the  flag,  just  as  if  the  same  heart  beat 
wherever  the  British  flag  floater! — that  flag  which 
'  rules  the  waves.' 

"  You  have  sent  men  and  materials  and  money, 
proving  that  the  patriotism  of  those  living  beyond 
the  seas  could  never  bo  doubted.  There  is  in  the  past 
no  grander  s|x*ctacle,  or  one  that  does  more  honour 
to  your  history  than  this  affirmation  of  the  moral 
imity  of  the  Empire.  It  is  an  event  the  memory  of 
which  will  bo  prtserverl  gloriously  through  the  ages 
as  a  symbol  of  an  ideal  that  extends  far  beyond  the 
frontiers  of  our  Continents." 

In  the  afternoon  the  Delegates  visited  the  Scottish 
Hospital  in  the  Rue  de  la  Chaise,  Paris.  Here  a  reception 
was  organised  in  their  honour,  during  which  Mile.  Val- 
preux,  of  the  Comedie  Fran^aise,  recited.  Afterwards 
the  guests  proceeded  to  Le  Bourget  to  inspect  the  Aviation 
Services  of  the  Capital. 

In  the  evening  the  Delegates  were  entertained  to  dinner 
at  the  Restaurant  Laurent,  Champs  Elysee.  Monsieur 
Henri  Franklin-Bouillon  (Vice-President  de  la  Commission 
des  Affaires  E.xterieures,  President  du  Comite  Parlemen- 
taire  d' Action  a  TEtranger),  occupiedthe  chair,  and  delivered 
an  interesting  speech.  Replies  were  made  by  representa- 
tives of  all  the  Dominions. 

On  Wednesday,  P)th  July,  the  Delegates  left  Paris  for 
the  French  Front  by  motor-ear.  The  ears  stopped  at 
Senlis  to  enable  the  visitors  to  walk  through  the  town 
and  witness  the  wanton  destruction  which  had  been 
wrought  by  the  Germans  in  their  retreat  from  this,  the 
nearest  point  they  reached  to  Paris. 

After  luncheon  the  visitors  separated  into  several  parties 
and  were  taken  to  various  observation  posts  where  they 
witnessed  the  shelling  of  the  German  lines.  Others  of  the 
party  witnessed  a  review  of  the  Spahis.  and  were  received 
by  Colonel  de  Tinan.  Later  the  whole  of  the  j)arty  was 
received  by  General  Hinnbert.  who  gave  them  an  address 
upon  the  j)rogress  of  the  war.  Thanks  were  suitably 
returned  by  Lord  Burnham  on  behalf  of  the  Delegates. 

The  admirable  arrangements  made  for  the  convenience 
and  instruction  of  the  party  during  the  visit  to  Paris  and 
the  French  Front  were  completed  by  Monsieur  Henri 
Franklin-Bouillon,  whose  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies 
throughout  the  visit  were  warmlv  appreciated  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Oversea  guests.      .Nionsieur  Franklin-Bouillon 


was  ably  assisted  by  Monsieur  Etienne  Fournol  (Secretaire 
General  du  Comite  Parlementaire  d' Action  a  I'Etranger). 

The  party  subsequently  entrained  at  Compiegne,  and 
on  arrival  at  Amiens  some  of  them  alighted  to  be  taken 
in  charge  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Hutton  VVilson.  Others  of 
the  party  proceeded  further  and  were  divided  into  groups 
according  to  their  Dominions  in  order  that  they  might 
see  something  of  the  troops  with  which  they  were  specially 
connected. 

The  Australian  and  New  Zealand  party  was  accompanied 
by  Colonel  the  Lord  Burnham  (Hon.  Treasurer  United 
Kingdom  Branch,  E.P.A.),  with  Brigadier-General  Rosen- 
thal in  charge.  The  Canadian  party  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Howard  d'Egville  (Hon.  Secretary,  United  Kingdom 
Branch,  E.P.A.),  with  Lieut.-Colonel  Manly  Sims,  D.S.O., 
in  charge.  The  South  African  party  was  accompanied  by 
Lieut.  Cecil  Beck,  M.P.  (a  Member  of  the  Home  Executive 
E.P.A.),  with  Caj)tain  H.  C.  Roberts,  in  charge  ;  and 
the  Newfoundland  party  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Evelyn 
Cecil.  M.P.  (Member  of  the  Home  Executive  E.P.A.),  with 
Lieut.-Colonel  Hutton  Wilson  in  charge. 

Parties  of  the  Delegates  visited  Armentieres,  Croix  du 
Bac,  Souchez,  Vimy  Ridge,  Ablain  St.  Nazaire,  HohenzoUern 
Redoubt,  Loos,  Vermelles,  Fricourt,  and  Arras  ;  while  a  few 
of  the  Canadian  party  were  taken  into  Ypres.  Most  of  the 
Delegates  had  the  experience  of  being  under  shell-hrefor 
considerable  periods,  and  though  happily  all  escaped  harm 
they  were  able  thoroughly  to  realise  the  terrors  and  dangers 
faced  daily  by  their  gallant  troops  in  the  trenches. 

Before  or  after  their  visits  to  the  advanced  positions,  the 
Delegates  were  taken  to  the  Calais  Base  and  various 
Hospitals,  and  subsequently  they  all  met  together  at 
Boulogne  prior  to  their  departure  for  England,  where  they 
arrived  on  Saturday,  22nd  July. 

On  Sunday,  23rd  July,  the  Delegates  left  London  for 
Scotland,  accompanied  by  Lord  Blyth  (Hon.  Treasurer, 
United  Kingdom  Branch,  E.P.A.),  Commander  F.  Chilton, 
R.N.  (representing  the  Admiralty),  Captain  Thwaites 
(representing  the  War  OfHce),  Mr.  James  Wright  (London 
and  North-Western  Railway  Company),  and  Mr.  Howard 
d'Egville  (Hon.  Secretary). 

CSIasgow.  On  arrival  at  the  Central  Station,  Glasgow,  the  party 

was  met  by  Bailie  Smith  (Senior  Magistrate),  representing 
the  Lord  Provost,  Mr.  John  S.  Samuel  and  Mr.  Mason 
(District  Superintendent  of  the'  Caledonian  Railway  Com- 
pany) 


On  Monday,  thf  Lord  Pr(jvost,  Sir  Thomas  Dunlop 
(accompaniod  by  Mr.  Androw  Fisher,  General  Ilyrie,  and 
Senator  McDouf^all),  called  at  the  hotel  and  addressed  the 
Delegates. 

The  Lord  Provost  welcomed  them  to  the  City  and  said : 

"  Tlio  visitors  would  realise  from  w  h.it  they  saw  that 
the  people  in  (Jiasgow  and  on  the  (Jlyde  were  doing 
their  utmost.  Tlu\v  knew  that  evi'r\ ont'  from  the 
Dominions  had  shown  a  good  example  to  the  whole 
world  of  unity  in  this  great  strife.  Hr  hoped  the 
visitors  would  be  able  to  assure  their  troops  and  the 
rest  of  their  people  that  the  Old  Country  was  not 
dead  yet,  and  that  with  the  assistanei'  oi  her  youngest 
families  iJritain  still  rulcil  the  s«'as  and  would  con- 
tinue to  do  so  in  the  most  merciful  way  for  all  the 
young   nations   of   the   world." 

Mr.  E.  Rhodes,  M.P.  (Canada),  thanked  the  Lord  Provost. 

The  party  then  motored  to  the  Bromielaw,  where  they 
embarked  on  board  the  Clyde  Trust  steamer  "  Comet " 
and  visited  Fairfield  and  Dalmuir  Shipbuilding  Yards. 
At  Fairfield  they  were  received  by  Mr.  Alexander  (Jraci^, 
M.V.O.  (Managing  Director),  Mr.  Cleghorn  (Director),  and 
Captain  Barttelot,  R.N.  After  inspecting  the  works  the 
party  r.'-embarked  and  proceeded  to  the  works  of  Messrs. 
William  Beardmore  and  Co.,  where  they  were  welcomed 
by  Sir  William  Beardmore,  Bart.,  the  Manpiis  of  Graham, 
and  Cajttain  Smith  Park,  and  entertained  to  luncheon. 

After  luncheon  the  works  of  Messrs.  G.  &  J.  Weir  were 
visited  at  Cathcart,  where  afternoon  tea  was  .served. 

In  the  evening  they  were  entertained  at  a  civic  banquet 
in  the  City  Chambers.  The  Lord  Provost  (Sir  Thomas 
Dunlop,  Bart.)  presided,  and  amongst  those  present  to 
meet  the  Delegates  were  : — 

Lord  Inverclyde,  Sir  William  Reardmon^,  Bart., 
Sir  D.  M.  Stevenson,  Bart.,  Sir  Archibald  Denny,. 
Sir  Archibald  M'Inncs  Shaw,  Mr.  .Alexander  (Jracie, 
M.V.O.   (Fairfield),  and   Mr.   Fred  Lobnitz  (Renfrew). 

The  Lord  Provost,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  Our 
Distinguished  Guests,"  .said  : — 

"  Otir  Dominions  had  .sent  their  thou.siuKls  and 
tens  of  thousands  to  figlit  for  humanity  and  everything 
that  was  best  in  a  great  nation.  It  must  have  been  a 
great  satisfju-tion  to  the  re|)resentatives  of  the 
Dominions  to  have  visited  the  Clyde  and  to  have  seen 
the  large  number  of  ves,sels  that  were  being  built  and 
equipped  on  the  river,  to  find  that  the  Government 
reali.sed  the  War  might  go  on  for  some  time  and  were 
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taking  no  chances,  and  that  the  keels  were  laid  down 
of  the  largest  ancl  most  magnificent  ships  that  were 
ever  known  to  float  the  ocean. 

"  You  can  take  back  from  us,"  he  added,  "that 
(Glasgow  and  the  Clyde  mean  to  finish  this  War,  that  the 
women  and  men  of  Scotland,  as  a  whole,  are  deter- 
mined that  this  War  shall  before  long  come  to  a  vic- 
torious conclusion." 

Lieut. -Colonel    John    Hewat,    M.L.A.    (South    Africa), 
replying,  said  : — 

"  From  what  they  had  seen  that  day  they  were 
convinced  that  on  the  Clyde  they  were  doing  even  more 
than  their  bit.  He  wished  them  all  success  because 
upon  Glasgow  and  all  seapoi't  towns  depended  the 
effort  to  keep  tlie  Navy  up  to  strength  and  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  the  Empire." 

Senator  the  Hon.  Hugh  De  Largie  (Australia),  in  pro- 
posing the  toast  of  "  The  Corporation  of  Glasgow,"  said 

"  the  representatives  of  the  Dominions  had  seen 
enough,  and  had  lieard  and  read  enough,  to  justify 
him  in  saying  that  Glasgow  was  keeping  up  its  end 
of  the  stick  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  the  nation 
was  engaged.  He  had  seen  enough  on  the  Western 
Front  for  him  to  state  that  we  had  yet  a  very  great 
struggle  ahead  of  us." 

Edinburgh.  On  Tuesday,  25th  July,  the  Delegates  left  Glasgow  for 
Edinburgh,  and  were  joined  there  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  W. 
Hayes  Fisher,  M.P.  (Deputy  Chairman  of  United  Kingdom 
Branch,  E.P.A.),  and  on  arrival  were  met  at  the  station  by 
Lord  Provost  Inches  and  members  of  the  Corporation,  who 
extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  visitors.  A  fleet  of 
motor-cars  was  in  waiting,  and  by  this  means  the  visitors 
were  able  to  see  the  Castle,  where  special  permission  was 
granted  to  view  the  historical  apartments.  Holyrood 
was  also  visited  and  the  King's  Park.  The  visitors  were 
then  entertained  to  luncheon  in  the  City  Chambers  by  the 
Lord  Provost,  who,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  Our 
Guests,"  expressed  the  hope  that 

■'  wken  this  War  was  over,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  old  and  the  new  lands  had  fought  and  bled  and 
died  together  in  the  bloody  fields  of  Flanders,  Gallipoli 
and  Mesopotamia,  a  link  would  be  forged  which  wovild 
never  be  severed,  that  they  would  all  renew  their 
fealty  to  the  Old  ^Mother,  and  that  in  recognition  of 
the  splendid  help  afforded,  the  Oversea  members  of 
the  great  family  would  have  a  large  and  important 
voice  in  the  future  management  of  the  Greater  Britain 
yt>t  to  be." 


Mr.  W.  F.  Nickle.  M.P.  (Canada),  in  responding,  said  : 

■'  Time    anti    again    C'an.ula    would    havo    beronit' 
iiid<-|M>n(lf*nt    l)ut    for    tin*    Hcntiiiieiit    of    the    pt'ople 
When    the    Ixist   of   their   l)lood    was   mingling;   on   tlio 
fields  of  Fhin<ler.s  and  Franee.  was  it  too  rnueh  to  hop- 
that  at  no  distant  chvte  the  Oversea  Dominions  mi^ht 
have  a  voice  in  that  which  vitally  a'Tcfted  thcrn  all- 
in  the  decision  of  Peace  and  War  ?      .      ...      What  he 
had   .seen    had    brought    him    to    the   concliwion    that 
they  were  no  longer  dependencie.s  but  that  thoy  were 
partners  in  th.-  great  Empire." 
BattleCruiser      ^f^,.j.  luncheon  the  Delegates  'ft  Edinburgh  in  motor- 
Squadron.       ^,,^|.^  ^^j.  y.;,,,,^!,  (jueensferry  and  Ko.syth  in  order  to  visit 
the  Battle-Cruiser  Squadron. 

In  magnificent  weather  they  were  able  to  board  some 
of  the  vessels  that  had  played  so  outstanding  a  part  in  the 
naval  engagements  of  the  war,  and  particularly  in  the 
encounter  off  the  coa.st  of  Jutland. 

Of  great  interest  were  the  battle-cruisers  contributed 
by  the  Dominions  to  the  .strengthening  of  the  Fleet.  The 
visitors  were  received  on  board  the  "  Lion '"  by  V ice- 
Admiral  Sir  David  Beatty,  and  they  subsequently  visited 
different  ships  (including  the  "  Tiger  ")  and  were  conducted 
over  them.  They  were  particularly  interested  in  the  scars 
of  battle  which  the  vessels  bore  and  in  the  trophies  of  the.se 
t'ncounters. 
Visit  to  the  Karly  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  26th  July,  the 
Grand  Fleet.  f),.i^.j,aVes  passed  through  Thurso  on  their  visit  to  the 
(Jrand  Fleet.  On  the  train  |)r<Heeding  north,  they  were 
joined  bv  Mr.  Steel  Maitland.  M.P.  (Cnder-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  and  Member  of  the  Home  F.xecutive 
K.P..\.).  They  were  divided  into  two  parties  and  embarked 
on  torpedo-boat  destroyers.  After  steaming  through 
jinchorage  of  torpedo  craft  and  fleet  au.xiliaries.  the  party 
hoarded  two  of  the  largest  battleships,  which  carried 
•  tut  target  practice.  Sub.sequently  a  torpedo  attack 
by  de.strovers  was  arranged  in  order  that  the  representatives 
might  reali.se  the  range  at  which  torpedoes  could  easily 
lind  their  mark.  .\t  about  three  miles  distance  4  torpedoes 
were  fired.  Two  of  these  found  their  mark  and  the  others 
only  missed  through  one  of  the  battleships  altering  her  helm. 
After  the  sham  light  had  takt-n  place,  the  Delegates  were 
again  separated  in  order  to  take  luncheon  on  board  the 
various  flagships.  Some  of  them  had  the  privilege  of 
boarding  one  of  the  latest  submarines,  which,  in  the 
presence  of  the  rest  of  the  party,  submerged  and  took 
them  for  a  short  voyage  under  water.  Subsequently 
the  whole  party  was  received  on  board  the  "  Iron  Duke," 
where  thev  were  |>resented  to  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
Admiral  Sir  John  Jellicoe.  bv  Mr.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  M.P. 


The  guests  then  took  tea  with  Sir  John  Jellicoe.  On 
leaving  the  flagship  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  the  whole 
of  the  crew  were  lined  up  on  board  and  gave  hearty  cheers 
of  farewell  to  the  distinguished  visitors,  which  were 
enthusiastically  returned  from  the  destroyers.  As  the 
destroyers  steamed  away  the  following  message  was 
signalled  to  Admiral  8ir  John  Jellicoe  : — 

"  Oversea  Representatives  of  Empire  Parlia- 
mentary Association  offer  grateful  thanks  to  Admiral 
Jellicoe  and  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Grand  Fleet  for 
all  they  have  been  privileged  to  witness.  They  know 
that  the  Empire  is  safe  in  theii"  keeping." 

And  Sir  John  Jellicoe  signalled  back  : — 

"  Youi'  message  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
Grand  Fleet,  who  feel  greatly  honoured  by  your  visit." 

On  their  return  the  party  again  passed  through  Thurso, 
and  were  received  by  Provost  Durran,  the  Magistrates, 
and  members  of  the  Town  Council,  at  the  Town  Hall 
Buildings.  The  Provost  extended  a  very  cordial  welcome 
to  the  guests,  and  Sir  James  Carroll  (New  Zealand)  thanked 
him  on  behalf  of  the  Delegates. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  party  left  for  London,  where  they 
arrived  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  27th  July. 

Conference.         On  Friday,  28th  July,  the  Conferences  which  had  been 

The  Consti-    arranged  to  take  place  between  the  Oversea  Representatives 

tutional  and  Home  Members  of  the  Association  in  the  Lords  and 

Posiiioij .         Commons,  were  opened  at  the  House  of  Commons.    Viscount 

Milner  was  the  opener  of  the  first  subject  for  discussion, 

which   was   "  The  Constitutional  Position."      Mr.  Arthur 

Steel  Maitland,  M.P.   (Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies) 

occupied  the  chair. 

The  opener's  address  proved  of  great  interest  to  the 
Delegates,  and  so  many  wished  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion that  the  Conference  upon  this  subject  had  to  be 
adjourned  to  the  following  Wednesday. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  party  motored  down  to 
Ponsbourne  Park.  Hertford,  to  attend  a  garden  party  which 
was  given  in  their  honour  by  Col.  Sir  E.  Hildred  Carlile, 
M.P.  (a  member  of  the  Home  Branch  of  the  Association). 
The  party  was  most  enjoyable,  and  Ponsbourne  Park, 
with  its  well  laid-out  gardens,  looked  its  very  best.  Tea 
was  served  at  small  tables  on  the  upper  lawn,  and  lower 
down  a  band  played  selections  of  music,  representative 
for  the  most  part  of  the  various  Dominions. 

On  Sunday  many  of  the  Delegates  spent  the  afternoon 
on  the  ri\er  and  several  of  them  dined  with  Dr.  Standaert 
and  members  of  the  Belgian  Parliamentary  Group  in 
London. 


Conferences.       On  Monday  morning  a  Conference  on  "  Euiigration  after 
Emi^rauon     tjif  War  "'  was  held  at  the  House  of  Commons.     Earl  Grev 
and  l,„ha.     ^pe^pj  t|„.  dismssion.  and  Lieut.-Col.    Sir  Hamar   Green 
wood,  Bart..  M.I'.,  ocrupied  the  chair. 

After  luncheon  in  the  Harcourt  Kooni,  the  Conference 
was  contiiiui'd  iipoii  tlie  subject  of  "  India  and  the  Empire." 
Lord  Islington  read  the  opening  paper  which  attracted  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  and  the  whole  <iuestion  was  exhaus- 
tively reviewed.  Lord  Emmott  (Director  War  Trade  Dept.) 
was  in  the  chair. 
Govemment,  In  the  evening  the  Delegates  attended  a  farewell  dinner 
Dinner.  given  by  the  (iovernment  in  their  honour  at  Lancaster 

House  (the  London  Museum).     Mr.  As(|uith  presided,  and 
in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  Our  Guests  '  he  said  : — 

"I  have  read  the  diary  of  their  doin^  and  to  me 
it  is  a  v<Tv  appalling  document.  TIm'v  have  l)een  to 
Franc<s  to  i'uris,  whore  inan>-  tiuestions  have  Ix^n 
(li.sciis.se(l.  and  they  went  to  the  Front  and  saw  the 
gi-and  (^ffortrt  wiiich  are  being  made  by  the  French 
Army  in  tiie  i)i().secution  of  tiie  War.  Tliey  liave  .seen 
something  of  the  strategic  skill  and  tm-tics  ami  the 
regimental  smartness  anil  individual  courage  of  our 
Armies,  wliieh  have  been  partieiilarly  notable  on  the 
Western  Front  diu-ing  tlie  l»v«t  fortnight,  a  great 
,  period  of  the  War.     I  believe  they  visited  not  merely 

the  actual  fighting  line,  l)ut  other  part,s  of  the  Front, 
anil  j)articuhirly  that  famous  salient  Ypres,  wliicli  will 
always  be  remembered  in  history,  not  only  for  the  lives 
it  has  cost,  tlui  hlood  that  has  been  shed,  but  for  the 
magnificent.  <let(»rmined  and  snccessful  strnpgle  which 
luvs  be<»n  continued  there,  with  true  British  tenacity. 
Then,  they  have  been  to  set;  the  Fleet,  piut-sin^  on  the 
way  throujib  the  great  munition  works  at  Sheffield. 
Jiirmingham.  and  Newcastle,  th»'  great  shipyards  of 
the  Tvnt<  and  tlie  Clyde,  whifb  are  tlu>  un.seen  but  the 
<^s.senti»il  providers  of  the  resources  by  which  we 
maintain  our  British  supremttcy.  I  ur.dei-stand  from 
these  places  they  went  to  s««e  Admiral  l?eatty's  mag- 
nificent biittle-i-rui.ser  squadron — I  have  seen  these 
my.self — tlio  "  Lion,"  the  "  Tip'r,"  the  "  Warspit*." 
and  other  well-known  ships,  which  have  covered  them- 
strives  with  ylory  worthy  of  the  best  tra<litions  of 
Nelson.  They  \vitnes.sed  what  many  of  us  think  the 
most  stn|M'n(lous  sp«M*tacle  of  all.  Sir  .lohn  .Tellicoe's 
Craud  Fleet.  Xo  other  word  eould  descrilK^  it,  for 
it  is  without  doubt  th«^  fii\est.  the  mo.st  formidable, 
the  be.st  equipped  naval  force  which  has  ever  a.H.sembled 
or  wlueh  htus  ever  been  se«'n  sine**  the  world  began. 
Tn  a  word,  gi-ntlemen.  you  have  s<'en  what 
it  hivs  been  the  privilege  of  few  of  our  fellow  citizens 
and  s\ibje<'fs  to  see.  You  have  .seen  the  a<-tual 
realities  of  War.  and  >ou  will  take  home  with  you 
across  th(>  .sens  a  far  more  vivifl  pictvu-e  of  what  this 


war  really  means  and  is  than  the  most  expert   pencil 

could  paint  or  the  most  graphic    pen  could  describe. 

You  see   here   at   home   the  enthusiasm   of   the  most 

peace-loving  and  peace -pursuing  people  in  the  whole 

world,  all  classes  and  both  sexes  in  the  militant  service 

of  the  State.     I  hope  I  maj^  add  that  you  will  take 

home  to  your  people  the  message  of  the    Motherland 

to  her  farther  off  children  and  kindred   both  by  birth 

and    by   adoption — that   vast   and   terrible   as   is   the 

ordeal  of  war,  she  and  they  have  been    called    upon 

to  take  their  stand  in  the  supreme  struggle  for  freedom 

and  for  jvistice,  and  the  blood  which  in  that  struggle 

we  have  shed  together,  side  by  side,  will  give  new  hfe 

and  the  promise  of  an  immortal  futvu-e  to  the  Imperial 

household  to  wliich  we  all  belong." 

The  toast  was  responded  to  by  the  Hon.  Josiah  Thomas, 

M.r.     (Australia),     Mr.     H.    C.    Becker,     M.L.A.    (South 

Africa),  and  the  Hon.  Sir  James  Carroll,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

(New  Zealand). 

Conference.         On  Tuesday,  1st  August,  at  10.30  a.m.,  the  Conference 

Trade  af/cr     was  continued  at  the  House  of  Commons  on  "  Trade  xnd 

the  War.         the  Empire  after  the  War,"  when  the  Kt.  Hon.  W.  Hayes 

Fisher,  M.P.  (Parliamentary  Secretary,  Local  Government 

Board,  and  Deputy  Chairman  of  Executive  U.K.  Branch 

Empire  Parliamentary  Association)  occupied  the  chair.  The 

discussion  was  opened  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  George  Foster, 

K.C.M.G.,    M.P.    (Canadian    Delegate    to    the    Economic 

Conference  at  Paris  and  Canadian  Minister  of  Trade  and 

Commerce). 

After  luncheon  the  adjourned  Conference  on  "  Trade  " 
was  continued. 

At  the  close  of  the  Trade  Conference,  a  Deputation 
from  the  British  Imperial  Council  of  Commerce  waited  upon 
the  Oversea  Delegates  at  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Deputation  consisted  of  Mr.  Stanley  Machin  (Chairman), 
the  Hon.  J.G.  Jenkins  (Treasurer),  Messrs.  Gilbert  Anderson, 
Charles  Cambie,  Charles  King,  and  Charles  E.  Musgrave 
(Secretary). 

Sir  George  Foster  presided,  and  the  Earl  Grey  and  Sir 
Owen  Philipps,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.,  were  amongst  the 
home  Members  also  present. 

Mr.  Stanley  Machin  briefly  explained  the  Constilution 
and  scope  of  the  Council,  and  stated  that  the  object  of  the 
Deputation  was  to  present  copies  of  Resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Council  at  a  special  Business  Conference  held  in 
June  last  on  the  subjects  of  Fiscal  Relations,  the  Economic 
Conference,  Customs  Union  of  the  Empire,  Naturalisation 
of  Aliens,  Licences  to  Trade.  Control  of  Alien  Businesses, 
Double  Income  Tax,  Assimilation  of  Commercial  Law,   &;c. 


Spepchos  wen*  also  drlivcrt'd  by  .Mr.  .Ifnkins.  Mr.  Anderson, 
and  Mr.  King. 

Sir  (ieorg*'  F'osttT,  roplyiii<i  on  l>i'lialf  of  tin-  Oversea 
Members,  said  that  th»'  view  of  tli<-  Council  as  f.xpressed 
in  the  terms  of  the  Resolutions,  would  receive  very  sym- 
pathetic rccounitiuM,  for  their  own  discussions  on  some 
of  the  subjects  had  followed  much  the  same  lines.  .  .  . 
He  believed  the  Resolutions  of  the  Kconomic  Conference 
were  not  adopted  as  a  mere  show  or  protestation  for  some 
purpose  or  other  ;  they  were  arrived  at  with  |)erfect 
unanimity,  and  steps  were  now  being  taken  which  would 
ensure  the  practical  operation  of  the  spirit  of  the  resolu- 
tions.    .     .     . 

The  Chairman,  after  referring  to  the  Congress  to  be  held 
in  Toronto  in  1917.  thanked  Sir  George  Foster,  and  the 
Deputation  withdrew. 

In  the  evening  all  the  Delegates  dined  as  the  guests  of  the 
19(X)  Club  Committee  at  Princes  Restaurant,  at  which  the 
Duke  of  Devonsliire  presided.  Although  the  invitations 
issued  stated  that  there  were  to  be  no  speeches,  a  repre- 
sentative from  each  of  the  Dominions  was  called  upon  and 
spoke  of  the  great  hospitality  the  Delegates  had  received 
everywhere,  and  of  the  information  they  would  be  able  to 
carry  back  with  them  as  to  the  determination  to  win  the 
war  and  the  prejtaredness  to  do  so.  One  and  all  were 
enthusiastic  in  their  praise  and  admiration  of  the  (Jrand 
Fleet. 

On  Wednesday.  2nd  August,  the  conference  on  "  The  Con- 
stitutional Position  '"  was  resumed  by  Lord  Hryce  and 
continued  by  Lord  Selborne.  and  when  many  Home  and 
Oversea  Representatives  had  spoken,  Mr.  Arthur  Steel- 
Maitland  wound  up  the  discu.ssion.  after  much  careful 
attention  had  been  devoted  to  this  important  subject. 
Gift  to  Mr.  -^^  ^''^  close  of  this  Conference  a  ])resentation  of  a  dre.ssing- 

d'Egville.  case  was  made  by  the  Delegates  to  the.  Honorary  Secretary. 
Mr.  Howard  d'Egville,  who  was  responsible  for  the  organ- 
isation of  the  tour. 

In  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Delegates,  the  Hon.  P. 
McMahon   (Jlynn.    K.C.,   M.P.   (Australia),  .said  :— 

"  He  \Mis  siini  Mr.  (rEnviile  woiild  jiccept  the  p\it 
jvs  ovi(len<'e  of  their  admiration  of  his  orjinnising 
ftbility  and  tli(>  deep  est<^ni  in  wliicli  they  held  bini. 
Tlie  visit  would  have  abiding  effwt.s.  it  Jiml  pro- 
duced a  fuller  Imperial  tinipcr,  a  more  active  Imperial 
.sentiment,  anri  a  more  detinite  reali.sation  of  the 
majmitude  of  tlif  preat  Kmpiir.  Foj*  the  success  of  the 
visit  they  wen-  indebted  to  no  one  moi-e  than  Mr. 
d'Kpville.  .      He    had     been    the    inspirer    of 

the   pcnerouH  ideas  of  tlieir  liosts  and   a  very   fitting 
iiisf  i-uiiienf    to    (■.•».rr\'    tlinn    out        Whet  Iwi-   in    France. 
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England  or  Scotland,  they  had  found  in  Mr.  d'Egville 
a  guide,  philosopher  and  friend  always  ready  to  give 
them  what  assistance  he  could.  The  way  in  wnich 
he  had  carried  out  the  great  trust  imposed  upon  him 
by  the  members  of  the  Home  Branch  of  the  Empire 
Parliamentary  Association  had  won  their  deepest 
admiration  and  regard.  They  were  not  uncon.scious 
of  the  difficulties  he  had  had  to  face,  but  he  had 
urbanity  and  couitps_%'  and  that  pertinacity  of  purpose 
and  inflexible  determination  which  saw  things  through. 
For  these  reasons  they  desired  to  give  him  soine  token 
of  the  respect  m  which  they  held  him." 

Mr.  d'Egville  expressed  his  cordial  thanks  for  the  gift. 
He  said : — 

.  .  .  .  "  Although  he  had  had  a  good  deal  to  do 
dui'ing  the  tour,  tlie  greater  23ortion  of  the  work  had 
been  done  before  the  Delegates  arrived  in  England,  and 
in  that  work  the  Executive  had  always  been  at  his 
disposal  to  give  ach  ice  and  help  him  in  every  possible 
direction.  The  major  portion  of  the  work  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Members  of  the  Finance  and  Cieneral 
Purposes  Committee — Mr.  Hayes  Fisher,  Mr.  A.  Steel 
Maitland,  Mr.  Cecil  Beck,  I..ord  Biirnham  and  I..ord 
Blyth  .  .  .  and  they  liad  guided  it  throughout. 
More  than  that,  the  efficient  help  he  had  had  in  the 
Association's  office  had  enabled  him  to  carry  things 
through,  v.ith,  he  lioped,  some  degiee  of  success.  As 
so  much  was  now  Ijeing  said  about  the  work  of  women, 
he  ought  not  to  omit  to  say  thet  the  chief  assistant  in 
his  office  was  a  woman,  and  she  had  afforded  him  most 
efficient  help  all  through.  Further,  the  work  would 
have  been  more  difficult  but  for  the  help  given  to  him 
by  the  Delegates  themselves.  .  .  .  He  felt  tha*  he 
had  made  a  peisonal  friend  of  every  single  Delegate. 
That  was  the  greatest  distinction  he  could  win.  The 
present  they  had  given  him  he  should  treasure  and  keep 
as  a  memento  of  one  of  the  most  memorable  periods  of 
his  life." 

In  the  morning  the  Delegates  attended  a  Confeience  on 
"  Naval  and  Militarv  Defence."  which  was  opened  bv 
Lord  Sydenham,  G.C.M.G.,  with  Mr.  Cecil  Beck,  M.P. 
(Vice-Chamberlain  of  H.M.'s  Household)  in  the  chair. 

In  the  afternoon  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  received 
the  Delegates  at  Marlborough  House,  and  they  were  pre- 
sented by  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Hayes  Fisher  (as  Deputy  Chair- 
man of  the  Branch  of  the  Association  in  the  United  Kingdom 
Parliament).  Mr.  Howard  d'Egville  also  accompanied 
the  Delegates  and  was  presented  to  Her  Majesty.  Colonel  Sir 
Henry  Streatfeild  and  Miss  Knollys  were  in  attendance  and 
Queen  Alexandra  addressed  a  few  words  to  each  Delegate. 

On  Saturday  morning,  5th  August,  the  Canadian 
Delegates,    accompanied    by   Mr.    Howard    d'Egville,    left 
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l^ondoii  for  a  wi't'k-ciul  visit  to  tin-  Diikf  of  Devonsliin', 
tli(^  (Jovfinoi-CJt'iieral  D('.si<inatc  of  Canada,  at  Chatsworth. 
Oti  Thursday  iiiorninf.'  (lOtli  Au;:ust)  the  Dclogatrs  waited 
uititii  .Mr.  .\rthur  lialfour  (('liairiiiaii  of  the  E.xcciitivo 
(.'ofimiittfc  of  tin-  I'liitcd  Kin;.'<loiii  liranch  of  thi-  Kmpire 
Parliamentary  Association)  and  tin-  nienthers  of  the  Com- 
niittee  who  were  responsibh-  for  the  arran<;en>ents  for  the 
visit,  viz.,  Mr.  W.  Haves  Fisher.  .M.P.  (Deputy  Chairman), 
Mr.  A.  Steel  Maitland".  M.P..  Mr.  Cecil  H.'ck,  M.P..  Colonel 
the  Lord  Burnhani.  Lord  Hlytli.  and  Mr.  Howard  d'Efzville 
(Hon.  Secretary),  and  presented  to  them  an  illuminated 
address.     The  text  of  the  address  was  as  follows  : — 

"  We,  the  Delegates  of  the  Oversea  liranelies  of 
the  Empire  I'arliainentar>-  A.ssoeiation,  upon  the 
conclusion  of  our  vi.sit  to  tlie  United  Kingdom  in 
order  to  see  foi'  ourselves  the  war  organisation  of  the 
Empire  by  sea  and  land,  dt-sire  heartily  to  thank 
you  and,  through  you,  tlie  members  of  the  United 
Kingdom  Branch  of  cm*  Association  and  His  Majesty's 
ImjKM-ial  (iovernment,  for  the  magnificent  welcome 
whicli  has  hem  extended  to  us  an<!  for  the  unique 
opportuniti«'s  \\  hich  have  bet-n  afTorded  us  of  witnessing 
the  operations  of  oiu-  Forces  and  flu».se  of  our  gallant 
Allies  in  the  gi-eat  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

"  Our  investigations  in  the  shipbuilding  ami 
munition  areas  of  CJreat  Hritain.  oin-  visit  to  the 
Armies  in  France,  culminatiny  with  our  memorable 
experiences  with  the  (irand  Fleet  and  the  battle 
cruiser  .srpuidron,  ha^s  inspired  us  afn'sh  with  th<» 
resolute  determination  of  tlie  liritish  (Government 
to  pursue  this  great  War  to  the  only  jjo.ssible  con- 
clusion, namely,  a  complet*^  and  cf)nclu.sive  victory . 

**  We  shall  take  to  our  respective  Dominions  a 
message  of  confidence  and  assurance  in  the  strength 
of  the  liritish  Empire  and  her  Allies  to  triumph  over 
a  barbarous  autocracy  and  to  establish  in  the  world 
the  jjrinciples  of  humanity,  justice,  and  denuxratic 
government." 

In   presentinf^  the  addres-s  to    Mr.    Balfour,   Sir  Ceorpe 
Foster  (Canada)  .said  : — 

"  I  desire  to  present  this  to  yf>u  and  your  colleagties 
not  merely  jus  a  collection  of  phra.ses  but  a«  voicing 
what  we  feel  in  f>ur  hearts.  I  doubt  if  any  Delegation 
from  Ovei-stMvs  i)f  the  children  of  the  Empire  has  ever 
received  a  warmer  welcome  •)r  has  lieen  given  a  better 
op[)ortunit\-  of  looking  into  the  intima<ies  and  the 
actions  which  are  at  work  in  this  country  for  the 
greater  benefit  of  the  Enipire.  than  has  b«'en  afTorded 
to  this  Delegation.  I  should  like  to  .say  that  w<* 
appreciate  most  heartily  the  friendshi[)  and  kindnes* 
that  has  been  shown  us  wherever  we  ha\(!  come  in 
contiict  with  the  official  members  of  the  Empire 
Parliamentary  Association,   or  with  any  considerable 
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body  of  citiBens.  We  feel  that  the  ties  which  bind 
the  outside  Dominions  to  the  Mother  Country  are 
very  gi-eatly  strengthened  by  personal  visitations  and 
personal  associations,  and  we  look  to  them  in  the 
future  much  more  than  they  ha\'e  operated  in  the 
past  to  further  and  extend  the  binding  influences 
between  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire. 
We  give  you  and  your  Government  oiu-  lieartiest 
sympathy  in  everything  that  tends  towards  the 
working  out  of  what  is  necessary  to  bring  the  War 
to  a  successful  conclusion,  and  in  yoiu*  efforts  for  that, 
no  matter  what  criticisms  may  be  voiced,  you  have 
our  hearty  and  imited  support  in  your  great  labours  and 
the  difficulties  that  attend  you." 

Mr.  Balfour,  in  reply,  said  : — 

"  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  speak  not  merely  for 
myself  but  for  my  colleagues  in  answer  to  the  address 
which  has  just  been  presented  to  me,  and  to  the 
speech  with  which  that  presentation  has  been  accom- 
panied. I  can  assure  you  that  the  words  which  have 
just  fallen  from  yom-  eloquent  spokesman  have  deeply 
and  profoundly  moved  me.  It  was  my  fortunate  lot 
to  welcome  those  of  j-ou  who  ariived  in  this  country 
on  the  first  day  of  your  visit  at  the  House  of  Commons 
as  Chairman  of  the  Empire  Parliamentary  Association. 
It  falls  to  me  now  to  say  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues 
a  sad  word  of  farewell.  All  farewells  are  sad  ;  but 
I  feel  after  what  has  been  said  that  this  visit  has  been 
of  the  most  momentous  importance  in  the  history 
of  the  inter-relation  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Empira. 
.  I  believe  it  is  not  mere  flattery  when  you  say 
you  have  enjoyed  this  visit.  I  hope  and  belie\'e  that 
you  have  ;  I  also  believe  that  something  much  more 
important  will  result  from  it — that  you  will  not  love 
the  Motherland  more,  but  that  you  will  perhaps  under- 
stand it  more  from  having  seen  it  in  the  stress  and 
crisis  of  a  great  conflict.  .  .  .  It  is  a  unique 
moment  in  oiu-  history  and  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
you  were  able  to  come  at  such  a  time,  and  that  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  take  a  himible  part  in  welcom-- 
ing  you.  I  do  most  sincerely  thank  you  in  the  name 
of  my  colleagues  for  this  perpetual  and  enduring 
mark  of  your  kindness." 

This  being  the  final  meeting  between  the  Conuiiittee  in  the 
Home  Parliament  and  the  Delegates,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  passed  by  all  present  and  forwarded  by  Mr.  Balfour 
to  Monsieur  A.  Briand,  Prime  Minister  of  France  : — 

"  At  the  close  of  the  official  visit  of  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Dominion  Parliaments  to  this  coimtry 
it  was  resolved  at  the  final  meeting  between  the 
Committee  of  the  United  Kingdom  Branch  of  the 
Empire  Parliamentaiy  Association  and  the  giiests  from 
the  Dominions  that  I  should  convey  to  you  the 
wai-mest  thanks  of  the  Committee  of  the  Association 
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in  the  Home  Parliament  and  the  deep  appreciation 
and  thanks  of  the  Oversea  Parliamentary  Representa- 
tives for  the  enthusiastic  reception  accorded  to  the 
partj^  during  their  \'isit  to  France. 

"  The  privilege  of  witnessing  the  work  of  the 
gallant  French  Armies  in  the  Field  and  some  of  the 
marvellous  exploits  of  the  French  airmen  impressed 
the  visitors  with  the  wonderful  power  and  organisation 
of  their  great  Ally,  but  above  all  with  the  imalterable 
determination  of  the  French  people  to  use  all  their 
splendid  energies  and  resources'  to  achieve  speedily 
the  end  which  we  all  know  to  be  inevitable — a  com- 
plete victory  for  the  Allied  cause. 

"  (Signed)      Akthur    .Ta.-\tks    Balfour, 
"  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Empire 
Parliamentary    Association    (United 
Kingdom  Branch)." 

Presentation       At  the  close  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Balfour  announced  that  the 

to  Delegates.  Honorary  Treasurers,  Lord  Blyth  and  Lord  Burnham,  had 

agreed  to  present  to  each  Delegate  a  copy  of  the  "  Life  of 

Disraeli."   Lord  Blyth  had  written  to  Mr.  Balfour  explaining 

why  the  presentation  was  made  in  the  following  terms  :- — 

"  During  the  ^'isit  of  the  33  Representatives  of 

our  Dominion  Parliaments  to  tliis  country  as  guests 

of  the  Empire  I'arliamentary  Association,  I  had  the 

pleasure  of  accompanying  them  to  an  inspection  of  the 

Grand  Fleet  off  the  Xorth  of  Scotland,  the  Fleet  at 

Rosyth,  and  the  shipbuilding  and  miuiition  works  on 

the  Clyde,  when  we  jjassed  manj-  days  together,  and 

had  ample  opportvmities  for  an  exchange  of  views  on 

Imperial  questions. 

■■  I  happened  to  have  with  me  the  volumes  so  far 
as  published  of  the  '  Life  of  Disraeli,'  and  our  overseas 
friends  glanced  at  them  from  time  to  time  while 
travelling,  and  were  much  impressed  with  many  of  the 
letters  and  speeches  therein  which  have  special  bearing 
on  the  complicated  task  that  must  undoubtedly  have 
ovir  first  attention  after  the  war — viz.,  the  Federation 
of  the  Empii-e. 

"  Several  of  the  Representatives  expressed  a  desire 
to  possess  this  '  Life  of  Disraeli,'  so  after  conferring 
with  my  co-Treasurer,  Lord  Burnham,  we  gladlj- 
decided  to  present  each  of  them  with  the  existing  four 
volumes  and  any  volumes  subsequently  published  in 
remembrance  oi  their  visit  to  this  country." 

A  copy  of  the  plate  appearing  in  each  volume  presented  to  the 
Delegates  is  given  as  an  illustration  on  the  opposite  page. 

The  four  volumes  of  the  "  Life  of  Disraeli  "'  were  published  by 
John  Murray,  of  Albermarle  Street  ;  the  first  volume  (1S04-1837)  by 
W.  F.  Monypennv  in  1010.  the  second  volume  (1837-1846)  also  by 
W.  F.  Monypennv  in  1912.  the  third  volume  (184G-18o5)  by  G.  E. 
Buckle,  in  succession  to  W.  F.  Monypcnny,  in  1014.  and  the  fourth 
volume  (1855-181)8)  by  G.  E.  Buckle  in  1916.  Mr.  Buckle  will  com- 
plete the  work  to  Lord  Beaconsfield's  death  in  1881. 
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Acknowledgments  of  Help. 

At  u  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  on  2"ith  September, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Chairmen  of  the 
various  Shipping  Companies  who  had  so  generously  extended  to  the 
Association  the  courtesies  nf  complimentary  transportation  for  the 
Oversea  Delegates,  viz.  : — 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  <»f  the 
IJranch  ox  tlie  Kiiipin'  Parliamentary  Association  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  eoiiveys  its  cleej>  appn^ciatioii  and  grateful 
thanks  to  tiie  Diicctois  for  the  generous  action  taken  in  phu-ine 
free  passages  at  tlie  di.<posal  of  the  Re|)resentatives  of  the  Over- 
sea Dominion  Parliaments  who  liave  In-en  recently  in  thLs  country 
on  a  visit  of  inspection  of  War  Organisation  as  the  guests  of  the 
Association. 

"The  Committee  desire  further  to  express  to  the  Directors  their 
warm  thanks  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  by  tlie  officials  of  the 
Company  to  tlie  Ovt-rsea  Delegates  who  travelled  on  the  Line. 

"  The  Committee  tvlso  v.ish  to  convey  to  the  Directois  an 
expression  of  their  convit  tion  that  the  compliment  so  generously 
exttmded  to  those  distinguished  men  will  have  an  important  effwt 
upon  the  future  relationsliips  of  tho.se  rcj)re.stnting  the  Parliaments 
of  the  component   jmrts  of  the  liritish  Kmj)ire." 

At  this  meeting.  Mr.  Baliour,  as  chairman,  was  asked  to  convey  to 
theChairnum  of  every  Railway  Company  who  had  issued  free  passes  to 
the  Delegates  th'>  warm  thanks  of  the  Committee.  He  was  asked  to 
state  in  this  letter  that  the  decision  of  the  Kailway  Boards  to  grant 
to  the  Delegates  the  courtesy  of  free  jia.sses  was  much  apj)reciat<'d 
and  treated  as  a  personal  compliment  hy  each  distinguished  gue^t. 
Reference  was  also  made  in  this  letter  to  the  excellent  help  rendered 
by  the  railway  officials. 

In  the  latter  connection  it  was  decided  to  send  to  all  officials  who 
had  rendered  important  service  in  the  organi.sation  of  the  visit  an 
appropriate  souvenir  and  letter  of  thanks.  Amongst  tho.se  who  were 
presented  with  souvenirs  were  the  following  : 

Commander  Frank   Chilton.   K.N.   (Intelligence   Department, 

Aflmiralty  Wivr  Staff). 
Mr.    Wahc'r    Krskinc    (Assi.stant    Serjeant-at-Arms,   House   of 

Coininons). 
Mr.    W".  Sulher]an<l  (then  Private  Secretary  to  the  Minister  of 

Munitions). 
Capitaine  de  (Janay  (of  the    French  .\rmy.  in    chargr?    of    the 

party  at  the  French  Front). 
Lieut. -Col.  H.  .Manley  Sim.s,  D.S.O.  (Canaflian  Representative, 

(.J.H.Q..  France). 
Captain    H.     C.     Roberts     (South     .Xfrican     Representative, 

rntelligence   l)c|).>rtmcnt). 
Monsi«Mir  Kti«>nn«'  Founiol  (Si«cretaire  ( icneral,  Comite  ParUf- 

mentaire  d"  Act  ion  fi  I"  Ft  ranger). 
Monsieur    A.    Sire,    M.V.O.    (Representative    of    the    French 

Railwavs). 
Mr.  F.  E.  Carter  (Dflice  of  \N'orks). 

Mr.  H.  S.   Martin  (Chief  Pa.s.sport   Officer,  Foreign  Office). 
Mr.   A.   H.   ?iIin)oiniie  (I'nion-Castle  Steamship  Line). 
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Mr.  W.  Fothergill  (White  Star  Steamship  Line). 
Mr.  H.  r;.  Dring  (Canadian  Pacific  Railwa\'  Compaii\ ). 
Mr.  J.  Wright  (Office  of  Supt.  of  the  Line,  L.  k  N.W.  Railway). 
Mr.  D.   W.  Barrie   (Office   of  Supt.   of  the  Line,  Caledonian 

Railway). 
Mr.    Leonard    \^'a^d    (Superintending   Engineer,    Ministry    of 

Munitions,  Birmingham). 
Mr.  H.  G.  Eadie  (Secretary,  Ministry  of  Munitions,  Birmingham) 
Mr.    Oliver   Winder    (Superintending   Engineer,    Ministry    of 

Munitions,  Leeds). 
Mr.  H.  C.  Austen  (Ministry  of  Mimitions,  Leeds). 
Mr.    George    Willsher    (Manager,    Refreshment    Department, 

House  of  Commons). 
Mr.  A.  E.  W^.  Davis,  ^Manager  of  ^Messrs.  Lacey   &:    Co.,  and 

Organiser  of  Fteet  of  Motor  Cars). 
Souvenirs  of  the  visit  were  also  presented  to  the  following  As.^i:-tants 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary  : — 

Miss  H.  Hitchcox  (Assistant  Secretary,  IT.K.  Branch,  E.J\.-\.). 

Mr.  F.  Piromali. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Cormack  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Harrison. 


ORDINARY  WORK  OF  THE  HOME  BRANCH. 

Owing  to  the  amount  of  space  occupied  in  referring  to  the  War  Visit 
of  the  Oversea  Parliamentary  Representatives,  it  is  not  possible  in  this 
present  publication  to  refer  in  that  detail  which  has  been  customary  in 
past  years  to  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Home  Branch  of  the  Association. 
It  is  well,  however,  to  make  reference  to  some  points  of  interest. 

Exchange  of  Information. 

Early  in  the  year  1916  one  of  the  War  Publications  of  the  Associa- 
tion, entitled  '"  Summary  of  Emergency  Legislation  passed  by  the 
Parliaments  of  the  Empire  in  consequence  of  the  War,"  was  issued 
by  the  Editorial  Sub-Committeo,  and  printed  by  the  Government, 
as  arranged.  This  book  was  edited  by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Howard 
d'Eg\aUe,  and  contained  summaries  of  the  principal  enactments  and 
Orders  in  Council  which  had  been  passed  by  each  Parliament.  In 
the  preparation  of  this  publication.  Mr.  d'Egville  had  the  assistance  of 
the  Hon.  Sir  George  Perley,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (Acting  High  Commissioner 
for  Canada) ;  the  Rt.  Hon.  Andrew  Fisher  (High  Commissioner  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Australia)  ;  and  Mr.  M.  L.  Shepherd  (Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth  Prime  Minister's  Department)  :  of  the  Hon. 
W.  P.  Schreiner,  K.C.,  C.M.G.  (High  Commissioner  for  the  Union  of 
South  Africa) ;  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Mackenzie.  K. C.M.G.  (High 
Commissioner  for  New  Zealand)  :  and  the  Hon.  F.  M.  B.  Fisher  (Ex- 
Minister  of  Customs,  New  Zealand)  :  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Morris, 
K.C.,  K.C.M.G.  (Prime  Minister  of  Newfoundland  and  President  of  the 
Newfoundland  Branch  of  the  Association)  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  matter 
was  kindly  revised  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Butcher,  K.C..  M.P.,  on  behalf  of  the 
Editorial  Sub-Committee  of  the  Association.  This  publication  was  sent 
free  to  all  members  of  the  Association  in  the  Parliaments  at  Home  and 
Oversea,  and  many  gratifying  acknowledgments  as  to  its  utility  were 
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received  from  Oversea  Statesmen.  A  great  deal  of  space  was  devoted 
to  reviews  of  this  volume  in  the  Press  at  liome,  as  a  result  of  which  the 
first  edition  was  speedily  sold  out :  indeed,  the  edition  could  ]»robablv 
have  been  sold  several  times  over,  and  many  requests  have  been 
received  for  the  printing  of  another  edition  revised  up  to  the  present  date. 

Another  volume,  publislicd  by  the  Home  Branch  during  the  year, 
contained  a  colleetion  of  tin-  Opening  Papers  delivered  at  the  Con- 
ferences held  at  the  House  of  Commons  Ix'twccn  the  Representatives 
of  the  Home  and  Dominion  Parliami-nts  at  tlie  dose  of  the  Official 
War  Visit.     These  ])apers  were  on  the  following  subjects  : — 
"  The  Con-stitutional  Position  "     ..   The  Viscotmt  Milner,  G.C.B. 
"  Emigration  after  the  War  "       .  .   The  Earl  (Jrey,  G.C.B. 
"  India  and  the  p]mpire  "  .  .   The    Lord     Islington,     G.C.M.G., 

D.S.O. 
"  Naval  and  Militarj'  Defence  "    .  .    The    Lord    Sydenham,    G.C.M.G. 
"  Trade  and  the  Empire  after  the   The     Rt.     Hon.     Sir     George     E. 

War  "  Foster,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

By  resolution  of  the  Conference  it  was  decided  that  full  reports  of  the 
discussions  should  not  be  published,  but  as  there  was  a  general  demand 
for  the  [)ublication  r>f  certain  speeches  delivered  at  the  Conferences, 
these  speeches  were  also  printed  as  leaflets  and  issued  for  the  use  of  the 
Delegates  and  such  members  in  the  Home  and  Oversea  Parliaments 
as  desired  to  have  them.  The  volume  containing  the  opening  addresses 
was  sent  free  to  all  members  of  the  Association  at  Home  and  Oversea. 

Oversea  Members  Received. 

During  tlie  course  of  the  year  IStlo-lli  naembers  of  Oversea  Parlia- 
ments visiting  I^ondon  have  received  as  in  previous  years  the  Parlia- 
mentary Card  which  Ls  issued  by  the  Secretary  under  the  authority 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Serjeant-at-Arms,  and 
entitles  the  holder  on  presentation  at  the  Hou.se  of  Commons  to 
Parliamentary  privileges  in  the  House  during  his  stay  in  the  country. 

In  addition  to  this  the  authorities  of  the  House  of  Lords,  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  agreed  to  extend  similar  privileges 
to  members  of  the  .\ssociatioji  from  Oversea  Parliaments  in  that  House, 
and  cards  entitling  Oversea  members  to  these  privileges  are  now  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  As.so<  iation. 

Amongst   Oversea   meml)ers  visiting  the  I'nited  Kingdom  during 
the  year  have  been  the  following  :— - 
♦Mr.  Joseph  E.  Armstrong.  M.P.       .  .  .  .  .  .      Canatla. 

Mr.   R.   H.    Bejmett.  M.P. Canada. 

♦Senator  the    lion.   N.   /\.    Heleonrt.   K.C.  Canada. 

Colonel   (J.    II.    Hradburv.   M.P.  ..      Canada. 

Mr.    Edmund    HristoI,-M.P Canada. 

The     Hon.     Francis    Cochrane,    M.P.     (Minister    of 

Railways)      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      Canada. 

•Senator  the  Hon.  William  Deimis  .  .  .  .  .  .      Canada. 

Mr.   A.   E.   Dunlop,  M.P.  ..  Canada. 

♦Tlie  Rl.  Hon.  Sir  (Jeorge  Eulas  Foster.  K.C.M.C., 

M.P.    (Minister  of  Trafh)  and  Commerce)  ..      Canada. 

Mnjor-den.  the  Hon.  Sir  Sam  Hughes,  M.P.         ..      Canada. 

♦Mr.    William  E.   Knowlos,  M.P Canada. 
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♦Senator  the  Hon.  A.  C.  P.  R.  Landry  (Speaker  of 

the  Senate)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Canada. 

*Mr.  Wilham  Folger  Nickle,  K.C.,  M.P Canada. 

The    Hon.     Su-    George     Perley,     K.C.M.G..    M.P. 

(Minister  of  Oversea  Forces)        . .  .  .  .  .  Canada. 

*Mr.  Edgar  N.  Pvhodes,  M.P.  (Deputy  Speaker)    .  .  Canada. 

♦Senator  the  Hon.  James  Hamilton  Ross  .  .  .  .  Canada. 

*Mr.  F.  H.  Shepherd,  M.P.     ...         Canada. 

Lient.-Col.  John  Stanfield,  M.P.       .  .  .  .  .  .  Canada. 

Colonel  H.  B.  Tremain,  M.P.  Canada. 

The    Hon.  Sir    Thomas    White,     K.C.M.G.,     M.P. 

(Minister  of  Finance)         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Canada. 

Lieut.-Col.  P.   P.  Abbott,  M.P Australia. 

♦Senator  Stephen  Barker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Australia. 

*Mr.  Reginald  J.  Burchell,  M.P Australia, 

The  Hon.  Fred  Flowers,  M.L.C.  (N.S.W.)  .  .  Australia. 

♦The  Hon.  Patrick  McMahon  Glynn,  K.C.,  M.P.  Australia. 

♦Mr.  A.  J.  Hampson,  M.P.      . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Australia. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  W.  M.  Hughes,  M.P.  (Prime  Minister)  Australia. 

♦Senator  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Keating     .  .  .  .  .  .  Australia. 

♦Senator  the  Hon.  Hugh  De  Largie  . .  .  .  Australia 

Mr.  D.  C.  McGrath,  M.P Australia. 

Senator  the  Hon.  Allan  McDougall  . .  .  .  Australia. 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Manifold,  M.P Australia. 

♦Mr.  R.  Beaumont  Orchard,  M.P.     .  .  .  .  .  .  Australia. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Ozanne,  M.P Australia. 

♦Mr.  Albert  Clayton  Palmer,  M.P.    .  .  .  .  .  .  Australia. 

The  Hon.  T.  J.  Ryan,  M.L.  A.  (Premier  of  Queensland)  Australia. 

Brigadier-General  Ryrie,  M.P.  .  .  .  .  .  .  AustraHa. 

Lieut.  Kennedy  Smith,  M.L. A.  (Vic.)         ..  ..  Australia. 

♦The  Hon.  Jo.siah  Thomas,  M.P.        .  .  .  .  .  .  Austraha. 

♦The  Hon.  David  Watkins,  M.P Australia. 

♦Mr.  H.  C.  Becker,  M.L.A South  Africa. 

Senator  F.  O.  F.  Churchill    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  F,.  M.  O.  Clough  (Clerk  of  the  Senate).  .  .  .  South  Africa. 

The  Hon.  H.  L.  Currey,  ]^LL.A South  Africa. 

♦Senator  the  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Fuller  . .  .  .  South  Africa. 

♦Lieut.-Col.  John  Hewat,  M.L.A.       .  .  .  .  .  .  South  Africa. 

Captain  Hugh  M.  Meyler,  M.L.A.    .  .  .  .  .  .  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  C.  P.  Robinson,  M.L.A South  Africa. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Robinson,  M.L.A South  Africa. 

Mr.  Willie  RockeA-,  M.L.A South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  Edward  Rooth,  M.L.A South  Africa. 

The   Hon.   Sir  Thomas  Smartt,   K.C.M.G.,   M.L.A. 

(Leader  of  the  Opposition)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Soutli  Africa. 

♦Senator  the  Hon.   H.   G.   Stuart         South  Africa. 

Mr.  A.   I.   Vincent,  M.L.A.      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  South  Africa. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Watkins,  M.L.A South  Africa. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Woodhead,  M.L.A.     .  .  .  .  .  .  South  Africa. 

♦The  Hon.  W.  C.  F.  Carncross,  :\r.L.C New  Zealand. 

♦The  Hon.  Sir  James  Carroll,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.        .  .  New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  F.  M.  B.  Fisher Ne\\-  Zealand. 

♦Mr.  Ernest  Page  Lee,  M.P.   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  New  Zealand 

The  Rt.  Hon.  W.  F.  Massey,  M.P.  (Prime  Minister)  New  Zealand. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Newman,  M.P.      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  New  Zealand 

♦Mr.  C.  J.  Parr.  C.M.G.,  M.P New  Zealand. 
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The  Rt     Hon.   Sir  Josi>ph  Wind,  Butt.,   K.C'.M.G., 

M.I'.   (.Minister  of  Financo)  ..  ..  ..      New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  John  Andei-son. -M.  L.C.    ..  ..  ..      Ncwfounillaucl. 

*Thc  Hon.   R.   Kirbv   liishop,  M.L.C N.wfoundlond. 

*Mr.  Jamo.s  A.  Clift,  K.C.   M.H.A Newfoundland. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Morri.s,  K.C.M.C,  K.C, 

M.H.A.  (Prime  Minister)  .  .  .  .      Newfoundland. 

Note. — Thoso  marked  thii.s  (*)  were  official  guests  of  the  Asso- 
ciation on  the  War  \'isit. 

Though,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  footnote,  certain  of  the  above- 
named  were  included  in  the  official  Delegation  for  the  month  of  July 
and  part  of  August,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  a  great  many  of  the 
Delegates  remained  in  England  after  the  termination  of  the  official 
visit  on  their  own  account,  and  during  that  |)eriod  the  usual  courtesies 
were  extended  to  them  as  members  of  the  Empire  Parliamentary 
Association.  For  e.xample,  many  of  them  visited  Ireland,  and  though 
proceeding  to  that  country  in  their  individual  capacities,  the  Secretary 
wa.s  able  to  arrange  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Irisli  Railways  for  the 
presentation  to  them  of  complimentary  pa.sses  and  similar  advantageh. 
With  regard  to  otiier  facilities  for  tho.se  visiting  Members  pursuing 
special  investigations  on  various  matters  connected  with  the  War. 
Emigration,  Agriculture.  &c..  similar  special  advantages  have  been 
arranged  as  in  the  past. 

lioth  the  Delegates  who  remained  over,  and  ordinary  visiting 
Members  apart  from  the  Delegation,  have,  reiiuired  help  and  intro- 
ductions in  various  directions,  i)ut  space  does  not  i)ermit  of  a  detailed 
account  of  the  various  activities  in  this  direction. 

Of  functions  arranged  apart  from  the  Delegation,  attention  may 

be  called  to  tiic  luncheon  given  on  5th  February  to  meet  the  Rt.  Hon. 

Andrew  Fisher,  as  new  Higli  Commi.ssioner  for  the  Commonwealth  of 

Australia.     During  his  term  of  office  as  Prime  Minister  and  also  as 

Leader  of  the  Opposition.  Mr.  Fisher  had  been  a  Vice-President  of  the 

Branch  of  the  Association  in  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  and  had 

always  taken  a  very  active  interest  in  its  affairs.     As  Chairman  of  the 

E.Kecutive  Committee    Mr.  A.  .1.  Balfour  occupied  the  chair,  and  in 

the  course  of  responding  to  the  toast  of  his  health,  Mr.  Fisher  said  : — 

"  The    Empire    Parliamentary    Association    had    grasped    the 

idea,  all  too  long  delayeti.  that  tho.se  who  had  control  of  tlus  great 

Empire  had  not  only  t<<  l)e  in  pos.session  of  tlie  otlieial  information 

which  reiwlied  tlieiii  Imt  oiiglit  to  be  aljle  to  .see  tlie  countries  and 

meet  tlio  people." 

Arrangements  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  enable  Oversea 
members  to  meet  Home  members  privately  at  luncheon  or  t*ia  at  either 
the  House  of  Commons  or  House  of  Lords,  and  among.st  those  taking 
]>art  in  these  inforinal  galheriiigs  have  been  :  — 

The  Lord  Svdeidnun.  ( l.C'.M.CJ.  ;  Lord  Blyth  :  the  Lord 
.loie(>y;  tlie  Mt.  Hon.  \V.  Hny.s  Fisher.  M.P.  ;  Mr.  St<>ei 
Maitland.  M.P.  ;  the  \iseount  Slersev  ;  the  Hon.  Sir  deorgt 
Perley.  K.(\M.G..  M.P.  (Canada)  ;  Colonel  P.  P.  Abbott.  M.P. 
(Au.stralia)  ;  the  Rt.  Hon.  Andrew  Fi.sber  :  the  Hon.  F.  M.  B. 
Fisher  (ex-^Iinister  of  Customs.  New  Zealand)  :  the  Rt.  Hon. 
W.  F.  Ma.ssey,  M.P.  (Primo  Minister  of  New  Zealand)  ;    Col.  Lord 
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Burnham  ;  the  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Joseph  Ward,  Bart..  K.C.M.(i..  M.P. 
(Minister  of  Finance,  New  Zealand)  ;  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  M.  Hughes, 
M.P.  (Prime  Minister  of  Austraha)  ;  the  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  White; 
K.C.M.G..  M.P.  (Canadian  Minister  of  Finance)  ;  the  Hon.  Sir 
CHfford  Sifton  (Canada);  Dr.  A.  H.  Watkins  (S.  Africa);  the 
Hon.  Francis  Cochrane,  M.P.  (Canadian  Minister  of  Railways)  ; 
Mr.  A.  I.  Vincent,  M.L.A.  (South  Africa);  Captain  L.  S.  Amery, 
M.P. ;  Capt.  H.  M.  Meyler  (South  Africa);  Mr.  E.  A.  Dunlop,  M.P. 
(Canada)  :  the  Rt.  Hon.  Will  Crooks,  M.P.  ;  the  Hon.  T.  J.  Ryan 
(Premier  of  Queensland):  Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil,  M.P.  ;  the  Rt.  Hon. 
.Sir  Robert  Finlav,  G.C.M.C,  K.C..  M.P. ;  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  George 
Cave,  K.C.,  M.Pl ;  Col.  H.  B.  Tremain,  M.P.  (Canada);  Major 
E.  G.  Pretyman,  M.P.  ;  the  Hon.  Fred  Flowers,  M.L.C.  (New^  South 
Wales)  ;  the  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Mackenzie,  K.C.M.G.  ;  the  Hon. 
\y.  p.  Schreiner,  C.M.G.,  K.C. :  Mr.  A.  T.  Ozanne,  M.P.  (Australia); 
Sir  Owen  Philipps,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  ;  the  Hon.  H.  L.  Currey,  M.L.A. 
(South  Africa) ;  Mr.  Edmund  Bristol,  M.P.  (Canada)  ;  :\Ir.  J.  C. 
Manifold,  M.P.  (Australia),  and  others. 

In  particular  the  kindness  of  Lord  Blyth,  in  arranging  several 
informal  gatherings  at  the  House  of  Lords  to  enable  Oversea  Members 
to  meet  Home  Members  at  tea.  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Visit  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Hughes. 

On  10th  March,  1916,  Mr.  Bonar  Law  (Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies),  as  Vice-President  presided  at  the  luncheon  at  the  House  of 
Commons  to  welcome  Mr.  W.  M.  Hughes,  Prime  Minister  of  Australia. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  Mr.  Bonar  Law  said  there  would  be  no 
secrets  from  the  Dominions,  adding  : — 

"  Only  that  day,  Mr.  Hughes,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia, 

was  present  at  the  "^Cabinet,  as  Sir  Robert  Borden  had  been  on  a 

previous  occasion." 
Mr.  Bonar  Law  also  said  that  the  future  would  depend  largely  upon 
the  action  of  the  Dominions  themselves,  for  the  Mother  Country  would 
welcome  any  scheme  almost  which  approved  itself  to  them.  When 
the  time  cam.e  to  consider  these  matters  he  hoped  those  in  the  Dominions 
and  those  of  us  here  who  had  considered  them  would  realise  that  the 
war  had  made  a  difference,  that  it  had  made  everything  plastic,  that 
things  which  were  impossible  before  were  perhaps  easy  now,  and, 
above  all,  it  might  perhaps  be  found  that  the  big  step  w^as  no  more 
difficult  to  take  than  the  small  one. 

Mr.  Hughes,  in  reply,  delivered  an  important  speech  upon  the 
action  Australia  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  German  control  of  the 
metal  trade.  He  referred  to  the  tentacles  of  that  great  German 
octopus  which  had  got  the  metal  world  in  its  grip  and,  in  outlining 
the  details  of  the  action  taken  by  his  Government,  he  said  :— 

"  Australia  had  done  something  to  show^  its  earnestness  by 

tearing  up  and  annulling  every   German  contract  ;    by  cancelling 

every  German  trade-mark  and  design  ;    by  giving  three  months' 

notice  to  every  companj-  to  strike  every  German  shareholder  oS 

their  register,  whether  naturalised  or  not." 

Various  other  steps  were  taken  during  the  visit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hughes  to  offer  courtesies  of  a  Parliamentary  character.     For  example, 
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Mrs.  J.  VV.  Lowther  rt^teived  .Mr.  and  Mt.s.  Hugh«'S  one  afti-ruoun  for  tea 
at  the  House  of  Commons  to  meet  members  of  the  Executive  Conimittee 
and  afterwards  took  them  to  the  Speakers  House  to  show  them  the 
pictures  and  variou.s  features  of  interest. 

Visit  of  the  Russian  Duma. 

Though  not  part  of  the  function  of  the  A.s.sociation  to  entertain 
members  of  Foreign  Parliaments,  it  was  suggested  by  the  Foreign 
Office  Committee  appointed  to  receive  distinguished  foreign  guests  that 
the  reception  and  luncheon  to  the  members  of  the  Ru.ssian  Duma 
by  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  should  be  arranged  through 
the  machinery  of  the  Association.  This  course  having  been  approved 
by  the  Speaker  as  Joint  President,  all  arrangements  for  the  luncheon 
and  Parliamentary  courtesies  to  these  distinguished  visitors  were  made 
through  the  offices  of  the  Association. 
Visit  of  Mr.  Massey  and  Sir  Joseph  Ward. 

On  10th  ()ctol)er,  litKi.  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  F.  Massey,  M.P.  (I'rime 
Minister  of  New  Zealand),  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jo.seph  Ward,  Bart.. 
K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (Finance  Minister  of  N«'w  Zeahnul),  were  entertained 
at  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  United  Kingdom  Branch  of  the 
Association  to  congratulate  them  upon  the  part  New  Zealand  had  taken 
in  the  War. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  (Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies)  occu])ied  the 
chair,  and  in  the  course  of  his  speech  said,  in  reference  to  the  numbers 
of  troops  sent  by  the  Dominions,  that  "  it  was  something  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  three-cpiarters  of  a  million — and  what  should  we  have 
done  without  them  (  "  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  just  received 
a  message  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  as  follows  :- 

"  New  Zealand  Division  has  fought  witb  the  greatest  gallantry 
in  the  Somme  battle  for  twenty-three  consecutive  days,  carrying 
out  with  complete  success  every  task  .set  it.  and  more  than  any 
thing  asked  of  it.  The  Division  has  won  universal  admiration 
and  confidence.     No  praise  could  be  too  high  for  such  troops." 

Mr.  Massey,  in  reply,  said  : 

"  In  New  Zealand  we  are  endeavouring  to  develop  our  resources 
by  increased  settlement,  and  already  we  have  initiated  a  scheme 
by  which  at  least  .5.000  soldiers  will  he  placed  on  the  land  and 
beednio  producers.  Some  hundreds  of  retiu*ned  soldiers  are 
already  occu|)ying  their  sections.  .  .  .  Wo  shoidd  aim  at  a  self-con- 
tained Empire,  one  part  producing  what  the  other  part  requires." 

Sir  .lose])h  Ward  said  :-  - 

"  The  Oversea  Dominions  by  their  participation  in  the  War 
without  (piestion.  by  making  enormous  sacrifices,  and  by  being 
ready,  practically  speaking,  to  give  their  last  man  and  their  last 
shilling,  have  a  right  to  look  forward  in  the  future  to  a  place  at 
the  council  table  of  the  Empire  in  the  event  of  any  reconsideration 
that  may  take  place  to  meet  the  great  needs  of  Empire  develop- 
ment. It  will  be  generally  conceded  that  some  change  is  necessary. 
With  adult  age  the  outlying  coimtries  of  the  Empire  should  at 
least  have  a  say  in  the  future  before  the  Empire  is  involved  in  war. 


Responsible  statesmen. in  England  have  already  stated  that  when 
peace  is  declared  at  the  conclusion  of  this  titanic  struggle  the 
Oversea  Dominions  should  be  taken  into  consultation  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  these  statements  have  met  with  the 
strongest  approval  irom  end  to  end  of  New  Zealand." 

Visit  of  Sir  Thomas  White. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  White,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P. 
(Finance  Minister  of  Canada),  in  England,  he  was  the  principal  guest 
at  a  luncheon  given  by  the  Association  over  which  Mr.  McKenna 
(Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  presided  at  the  House  of  Commons  on 
8th  November.  This  was  to  congratulate  Sir  Thomas  White  upon 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  Canada  in  relation  to  the  finance  of  the  War. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  McKenna  said  : — 

"  Who  could  have  believed  at  the  beginning  of  the  War  that 
Canada  was  to  develop  a  power  of  mimitionment  beyond  anything 
that  any  country  in  the  world  outside  Germany  had  ever  known  ? 
Who  would  have  believed  that  Canada,  whose  internal  development 
had  made  it  necessary  for  her  to  be  a  borrower  year  after  year  in 
the  money  market  of  London,  was  to  become  not  a  burden  but  a 
financial  aid  to  the  Mother-Country  ?  W^ho  would  have  thought 
that  Canada,  which  was  now  approaching  the  realisation  of  the 
ideal  of  contributing  half  a  million  oi  men  to  the  Armies  of  the 
Empire,  would  be  sending  irom  her  shores  more  soldiers  than  we 
had  sent  to  South  Africa  in  the  whole  course  of  the  campaign  in 
South  Africa  ?  The  fact  was  that  we  had  found  in  our  Dominions 
a  perfect  support  for  our  old  age.  In  the  Canadian  Minister  of 
Finance  they  were  that  day  honouring  a  man  who.se  success  in 
the  field  of  finance  was  appi'eciated  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
Canada.  Canada  the  borrower  had,  under  his  financial  leadership, 
become  Canada  the  lender.  The  balance  of  trade,  which  was 
formerly  against  Canada,  had  now  turned  in  her  favour." 

In  reply  Sir  Thomas  White  said  : — 

"  Canada  had  already  sent  a  quarter  of  a  million  men  overseas 
to  the  war,  and  there  were  as  many  more  to  follow.  There  were 
already  another  120,000  troops  in  Canada  awaiting  transport. 
Indeed,  it  was  remarkable  what  powers  the  Oversea  Dominions 
had  discovered  within  themselves.  Within  the  space  of  two  years 
Canada  alone  had  raised  upwards  of  375,000  men,  and  of  the 
250,000  M'ho  had  already  com*^  to  this  country,  all  of  them  had 
come  a  journey  of  .3,000  miles,  and  some  part  of  them — those  that 
came  from  British  Columbia — as  much  as  6,000  miles.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  finances  which  had  been  touched  upon 
by  Mr.  ]\IcKenna,  it  was  an  interesting  fact  that  Canada,  which 
had  been  heretofore  a  borrowing  country,  had  floated  two  domestic 
loans — one  for  fifty  million  tlollars,  when  the  jieople  offered  a 
hmidred  millions,  and  one  for  a  hundred  million  dollars,  when  the 
people  offered  two  hundred  millions." 

PROPOSED    VISIT    TO    INDIA. 

Arising  out  of  the  Conference  at  the  House  of  Commons  which 
was  opened  by  Lord  Islington  on  "'  India  and  the  Empire  "  during 
the  War  Visit,  a  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  between  Home 

39 


and  Oversea  members  as  to  the  increased  necessity  for  a  greater 
knowledge  amongst  Dominion  public  men  of  the  position  of  India  in 
the  Empire.  Confidential  communications  took  place  between  the 
members  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  and  the  High  Commis- 
sioners and  also  between  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  and  thf 
Viceroy,  with  the  result  that  the  following  cable  w^as  sent,  on  16th 
October,  to  the  Branches  of  the  Association  in  the  Parliaments  of 
Canada,  Australia,  and  South  Africa  :-  - 

"  \\'ith  view  of  increasing  knowledge  and  interest  in  Indian 
Empire  and  problems  of  administration  political  development 
industry  and  agriculture  of  country  Empire  Parliament«,r>-  Asso- 
ciation invite  your  Branch  choose  in  consultation  with  your 
Prime  Minister  (Canada  4.  Australia  4,  Soutli  Africa  3)  Repre- 
sentatives from  your  Parliament  visit  India  for  month  or  five 
weeks  arriving  towards  end  December  next  stop  Secretary  State 
India  and  Viceroy  cordially  approve  Visitors  would  receive  every 
facility  from  Indian  Clovernment  stop  Free  Passages  provided 
(Canada  "■  via  England  '  Australia'"  from  Sydney  "  South  Africa 
"from  Durban")  Cabling  ships  later  stop  Cabling  similarly 
other  Dominions     d'Egville."' 

Sir  Edward  Morris  was  also  approached  as  I'rime  Minister  and  President 
of  the  Newfoundland  Branch  of  the  Association  and  Mr.  Massey  and 
Sir  Joseph  Ward  with  regard  to  New  Zealand,  as  these  statesmen  were 
in  England. 

Through  the  good  ofhces  of  Sir  Owen  Philipps.  Lord  Inchcape  on 
behalf  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company  generously 
agreed  to  offer  free  transportation  to  the  proposed  Delegates  going 
from  Australia  on  that  line  or  from  South  Africa  on  the  British  India 
line,  and  also  to  those  Representatives  proceeding  from  the  United 
Kingdom  :  while  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company  and  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company  very  courteously  arranced  free  transportation 
on  their  ships  for  those  Delegates  coming  from  Canada  and  New- 
foundland to  the  United  Kingdom  on  their  way  to  India.  The  Union 
Steamship  Company  of  New  Zealand  also  kindly  offered  to  transport 
the  New  Zealand  Delegates  to  and  from  Australia. 

Though  the  South  African  and  Newfoundland  Branches  of  the 
Association  appointed  their  Delegates,  it  was.  unfortunat<»ly,  found 
impossible  for  the  Canadian.  Australian,  and  New  Zealand  Branches 
to  appoint  their  Representatives  in  time  to  enable  arrangements  to  be 
made  before  the  contemplated  date  of  de])arture  in  December,  and 
consequently  the  Conmiittee  very  reluctantly  were  obliged  to  send  the 
following  cable  to  Australia  and  Canada,  namely  : — 

"  Much  regret  that  iji  view  of  all  circiunstances  and  the  fact 

that  time  now  insufticient  for  arrangements  to  be  made  visit   to 

India  must  be  abandoneil  for  present  year." 

The  other  Dominions  were  similarly  notified  of  the  enforced 
postponement,  but  the  Committee  have  every  hope  that  this  important 
visit  will  take  place  during  1917. 

[Printed  by  ordrr  of  thr  Krertilivr  Committee  for  presentation  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  United  Kingdom  Branch  of  the  Atf-sociation  over  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  presided  on  iOth  December.  10K5.] 
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